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THE 


FALL 
ANGELS 


LAID OPEN, 


T. In the Greatneſs of the Sin that caus'd ir. | | 
z 
| 


[T. In the Grievouſneſs of the Puniſhment inflicted 
for it. 

III. The Honour of Divine Goodneſs, in permit- 

ting the one ; and of Divine Juſtice, in 1nflicting. 

the other, Vindicated. 

IV. And laſtly, Some Inferences relating to Pra- 

tice, deducted from it. 


EN A 


SERMON. 


Preached Ofober 14, 1683. 
Before the Right Worſhipful the MAYOR, RE- 
. CORDER, ALDERMEN, SHERIFFS, &c. 


At St. Nicholas Church (on the Afternoon) in the 
Town and County of New Caſtle upon Tyne. | 


By Thomas Daviſon, A. M. Presbyter in the Church of 
England, at Balmbrough in Northumberland, and ſome- 


times Student 1 in St. obs Co oiledge in: Cambridge. 


M3 uxLna'pegvel, amd gofls. Be not bigh minded but Fear , Rom. 11,20. 
9g that walk in Pride, God is able to ahaſe, Dan. 4+ 37. 
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To the Reverend, and Right 
Worſhipful Jobs Sudbury, Do- 
&tor in Divinity , Dean of 
Darham, and one of His Maje= 
{ties Chaplains in Ordinary. 


. Six, 


H E Great Philoſopher tells us, that we g q, __ + - 
bring along with our Birth, a* defire of (gumuripiou 
Knowledge, whoſe Embryo, or imper- 73m _ 
fett Fetus ( as it were,) is by Specula- ey 

tion (as we grow up in years) form'd into 
the perfett lineaments and proportions thereof : 
Which, as it improves the mind, though but in queſt af- 
ter the nature of the meaneſt Creature, the ſmalleſt 
Tnſeft ; yet, it is always accompanied with what renders 
Speculation and Study (things otherwiſe weariſome to 
. Fleſh and Spirit) very delightful and pleaſant. Nay, 
often diverts the natural Appetite or Defire from its 


; neceſſary Food, and Refreſhnent : Methinks "20,1; 
[ {A T have found it; and, Concluſum eſt contra Mani- 
7 chaos ſpeaks no leſs: And therefore the more ſub- 

R lime that the Objett is, the more ſublimated muſt the 

- « Pleaſure be, that ſprings from the Speculation of 7t. 
So that the Contemplation of the State and Condition 


of Angels before the fall, hath , concomitant to it , 
ſuch ſatisfaction and pleaſure, as makes the neareſt 
| approach : to that, which flows from the Theory of 
. God himſelf ; whether we confider them in theit _ 
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ral and perſonal endowments,-as Individuals: Or, as 
they are the moſt Sacred, Aſſociated Members of the 
(a) Heb.12.23. Glorious Afſembly of the firſt born; (a).Or, as they are 
the moſt officious Miniſtring Spirits, Jent forth with 
* Fence called, Power and Authority from above * (b) to miniſter un- 
AsT&Y2s to them, who ſhall be: heirs of Salvation, 7» each 
D) Heb. 3: ult, reſpett we-may behold them with a pleaſant Eye, and 
think on them with joyful Hearts. For their perfe- 
tions preſent. us with the moſt reſulgent, and 
brighteſt diſplays of "Divine Wiſdom, Power , and 
Goodneſs. Their underſtandings being comprehenſrue of 
the greateſt Truth, nay, capable to Zeboll ( without a 
watriſh Eye, . which no Mortals can do) the brighteſt 
exhibitions, manifeſtations thereof; for they could be- 


[ 


' #"0neaenv® bold * (c) the face of God. in Glory. Their Wills be- 


poowToy Ts 


meTe>s ps 94 Ing of ſuch reftitude, and uprightneſs, that the 
&r seavois chiefeſt good (God himfelf) was then their only” elight ; 
LI MatelS. 1nd their Aﬀettions were then ſo. ſweetly. compes&d and 
regulated with Serenity and Calmneſs, (like, the \Hea- 

vens, which the Angels inhabited) that they-- could be 

affefled with nothing, but the Emanations of a pure 

Love, unmix'd Joy ; and,with what did minately raife 

their Admirations, new diſcoveries of the, Eſſence or 

© Being of God. Which, when we ſerioufly ponder :and 
meditate on, cannot but diffuſe within us a mighty 

Pleaſure and Delight : If again we confider them, as 
conſociatel in a bleſſed Community , in which we may 

conceive them not diſputing ( like Zebede's Sovs or 

Children, ' St, Matth. 20, 31. for Superiority, nor 
ambitiouſly.coveting the higheſt Dignity) but moſt zea- 

louſly affefting, who ſhould firſt execute the Commands 

and Pleaſure of his Fleavenly Soveraign. Hence, by 

— .*- * . St. Clement: they are propoſed to 

gg wy apy Seng ral] the Corinthians, . as the- moſt: remarka- 
Seaiuan ER Xemugs- Ole Inſtances of Obedience > by our Savi- 
|  - — our 
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The Dedication; 


our (d) (in that Petition, thy. will be 9 mpscime. And Clem, E- 


* lice he piſt. ad- Corinth, 75, Edit. 
done on Ear th, as1t Is in Heaven by Vf. Ox. Nil, preter juſſumy 4c. 


Fa he FZoly Angels). as the fitteſt Preſt= voluntatem Dei faciunt, Lad, de 


verite lib. 7. Go 7» 


dents. for our imitating of them in: (55 winh.5. 10. 


Fhe like prattice of duty, and ſubmiſſve- 


neſs . And the P, falmiſt charadterifeth them by it. * Ye * Pſal.103-20. - 


his Angels, that do. his Commands: . No jarrings 
could then be heard. amongſt theſe morning Stars, 


theſe Sons of God, when they ſhouted for Foy (e) but (e) Jobs 38. 75 


ſach as rendered their Conſort (the Muſick of the Flea» 
wvens) moſt raviſhing, which was indeed the true and 
ſubſtantial harmony of the Spheres ; that of Ariſto- 
tle's being but Light and Aery, which he imagined (to 
have been) in his ſolid Orbs. Fow.can then ſuch Ans« 
gelical ſtrarns,. ſuch Celeſtial Harmony, ſuch Spiritu- 
al conſort . but moſt ſenſibly affeft us? Cannot theſe 
raiſe our Spirits ,, excite. our Delight, and fill us with 
wonderful and ſurpaſſing Foys, in our Contemplations of 
them? For though we might not be better d by their 
Natural or Eſſential perfettons, more than to admire 
them, and ſincerely to bleſs and praiſe God, ( the Au- 
thor and Giver of them:). And. though their Foys are 


ſo ſublime. and ſpiritual, that. only. a ſtate of abſa= 


late perfettion, is capable.of a:full enjoyment of them : 
So that imbodied Spirits (as ours are) cannot engroſs 


the one, nor ſublimate the other into an extratt of- 


delight, yet the meditation: of both doth miniſter a 
mighty Pleaſure to. Contemplative Souls ; which cannot 


but be' greatly inhanc'd,.if,: Thirdly-and laſtly, we con- 
fider them as. Miniſtring Spirits, Heavenly Meſſengers 
(their Names * import no- leſs) in their oHequindls * "AY Ys 
and readineſs to-do .all, and: theſe. the beſt of Offices .;v 


(f) Fear not, the Power of the moſt high ſhall * 
: | = OVEr» 
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| ME. anmun- 
for us +. Asau Angel did, when he wing'd from Fea ciare Reſych. 
wen . that ſarprizi Meſſage ;i( to the bleſſed Virgin) 


Ste Lnks 1, 
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The Dedication. 

over-ſhadow thee. As another did,” when Be declar'd 

Chriſt's Birth, exhibition of his Tncarmation, became 

(8 $t:Ruke. 2: the firſt Evangeliſt of the good tidings (g ) of the 
DD greateſt Foy 3.45 a whole Chorus did, when celebrated 
Chriſ#s Natalitia, Birth day, with Gloria Patri 
in-excelſis,-z.e. Glory to God in the higheſt. 4s 

when they miniſtred to our Saviour in his Agony in 

(k)S0 T2 22: je Garden, (h) became Guardian Angels to his Body, 
G'S. hh. 20. when in its Sepulchre, in its Tomb. (1) As an Angel 
13. did, who declared and publiſhed Chriſt being riſen 
from the-Dead: (k) And as a-whole Quire of Angels 

did, when they aſcended up on high with Chriſt, when 

he-led Captivity Captive, Sin, Satan, Death, and the 

Grave, -and ſung his Epinicion , triumphant Song over 

all theſe, with, Be ye open, ye everlaſting doors, 

(7/:24 9,10» that-the King of Glory may enter in- (1) The Care 
of our welfare and-happineſs, being delegated to them, as 

their peculiar Province or Task: So Juſtin Martin 94- 

| ſerves. * \Which Athenagoras con- 
* ow wy -5y evledrr, 2 — be F reaſon, why God 
Tur un To $eavov Tera "Ip"  eated them, | Hence * Origen 
OY Juſt. pr gong "my 54, = . calls _ the twoifible Hubandios 
+olw ov (nempe) merrotey #9 (up, aud ſet. on'purpdſe (as it were) to 
Ss RR Rs . Digg-and Til in"Chriſts Vineyard : 
* "Aoggimoy Janeyins Orig. conte Nay, foparticularly are they concer= 
wh 5 SA ootuady owe 24 for our happineſs, that | this Fg. 
ela, To imgreulver iy Ocdy 3. ther brings them im, as Afiſtants to 
yrigies eoggarer: Em ot . our:Devotions, in not ceafing to pray, - 

ons O1%l 1} evavt-hugariess EF hough Ours, 10t their Wee fitzes ( for 
Urige Cont. Celſ. |. 5$. Þ- 400» they have mone) Y requiring #f A Which 
h Jhoxld rdife - our Veneration of them, 

But not to: 4 nog * Adoration; which ſome moſt wick= 

edly have done , by. Invocating of them, Praying to 
them, and fo-doth . confer 'Dyotne Eonour and Wir- 
. Foip Om-them, which 'vnght upon no account to be given ' 


#0 
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to Them, (as this very Father * aſſerts) both in re« * * ws nl 4 
ſpect. that *God did forbid it, Rev. 19. 10. 22. 9. wed Os a 
Beſides, *-as this Father obſerves, they are as much wiv Tens 6- 


indeared to us, do as affettionately and as readi- 


ly promote our good, when they are neg/etted by us, Tobias, i} 


' as if we daily offered up Sacrifices of Praiſes, and of - 


Prayers to them. For they are ſuch refined Sp1- 
rits, (not like thoſe groſſer ones, which, ſome do fan- 
cy, feed. on the Pruits of the Air) that the 
richeſt Perfumes, ſweeteft Incenſe that can ariſe 
from Altars, cannot recreate or refreſh, feed and 
nouriſh them. So that when we conſider them, thus 
ſenſibly and feelingly affetted, and concerned for us : 
As if the Sabvation, which they declar d, had been 
wrought' to have advanced their Nature, and not 
that of ours, which is much below, and inferior to 
theirs. When we conſider ſuch an Heavenly tem= 
per, ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs was then the Grace and 
Comelineſs of theſe firſt born of the Creation, and of 
Glory. How bleſſed then muſt their ſtate and con- 
dition be, when they ſtood in the preſence of one 
infinitely wiſer than Solomon, even iu the preſence 


of that Holy God, who is the fountain of all Wif- 
dom (m) being then immediately Þ_ taught of God (m) St Jam. x. 


the Precepts and Principles thereof. , The delight 4 


which flows from the Poetical fancies of the  plea- 9:99; dure. 


Sant walks ,. delightful groves, flowry bauks , fruit- 
ful Trees, and of the Pragrancy, Luſciouſneſs of the 
Fruit which >. grows thereon: Of the ſwift: Cur- 
rents, pellucid ffreams, of the muſical Harmony a- 
rifrug from "the pebbles therein; of the ſolitarineſs, 
and ſerenity of vital breathings of the circumambient 
Air, and of freſh Beauties, renewed every moment, 
to recreate and delight the Senſitive Appetite, in 
the. Elyfiums, \is But Aery and Tranſient , and like 
wt DF a the 


the fancies that forg'd them, but imaginary :\ Way, 
what ſprings from the ſerious confideration of mans 
Bleſſedneſs, in his flate of Innocency, is but fading, 
if compared with that ſubſtantial and ſublimated 
Foy, which overflows the Religious Soul, in its Mes 
aitations and Contemplations of the moſt Glorious and 
Bleſſed State of Angels before the fall. The re- 
markable Inſtances and © Indications above-named, 
of their having once ſo ' dearly loved us, ſhould | 
raiſe our Foy into Tranſport, and Ecftlacy. But L 
alas! how are there of theſe mighty ones fal- 4 
len in, nay, fallen from, their Heavenly places ? » 
How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, 
(n) 1ſ6.14. 12. Son of the morning ? (n) How are they become 
chang'd in their Nature, as well as Offices 7 
their fall» For the Angels, confirmed in Goodneſs, — 
(0) St. Luke rejoyce at the Converſion of .a Sinner, (0) which xo 
M5 10 becomes the great grief and trouble of the fallen 
| ones; bat if he dyes an Impenitent , their greateſt - | 
Foy. When they were Amgels of Light, we might ! 
| bave followed them, ' as faithful Guides ( illumina. f 
Fewrenwyed ting Miniſters » as St. Barnabas * calls them ) to ; 
29g, Bliſs and Glory, But now, when they appear but | 
Edit. Vof. with the reſemblance of ſuch, \it's to ſeduce 'us inte ; 
the Precipices of Perdition and Deftruttion, it being | 
as _— m_— Fatneſs to their _—_ his E-þ 
' main bufineſs and employ (be going about dayly, na 
pr St-Pet. 5- hourly) to = on, _ - oh as. (p) j © i bi 
Rev. 9.' 11. #5 called, the Deſtroyer. But no wonder, it ſhould 
> mongg be thus with theſe Apoſtate Spirits, for #t befell 
me Cortes Them, what the f ingenious Philoſopher obſerves + 
de Princ. & de might happen to the forming of Comets (Blazing | 
__ Starrs) Viz. they receding from God, the * Fountary ; 
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ſs. 2, 
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» Centre. 


* Alſorgt. Of light , become * ſwallowed up in utter darkneſs, 
wherein (like blazing ſtars) they appear, not only 
1 q = 


 doms, Countries, and. to Mankind, 
as $t, *Auguſtin 9bſerves, & L. Vi- 
ves, in his Comments on him. For 
they are become the Principalities, 
the' Powers, the Rulers of the 
darkneſs of this World, which war 
againſt us, the Spiritnal Wicked 
weſſes, or (mvicd nivucra,) wicked Spi- 
rits, in high places, , or Heavenly 
(roi; imeegriots) as the Apoſtle de- 
clares, Eph. 6. 12. Now fince ſuch 


| The Dedication. 
portihd, but to projet what's fatal, r 


oe 
V 
uinous to Ring- ' 


' *1ftam inde dejefam in hoc 
aereo c#lo tumulantem , Aug. de 
Civ. lib, 11.6. 33, Non eſt pote- 
ftas, quz comparetur Diabolice 
ſuper terram ; quantum oderunt 
( ſpeaking of Evil _ quan- 
tum poſſunt nocere faneretur. 1a 
cenderent urbes, vaſterent agros 
flumina, & Maria in Regiones 
mi:terent, venena cibis poculis- 
que diffunderent, homines, be- 
ftias torquerent, ac interime- 
rent, lib. 11» 6. 33- p. 687. 


Succeed in the place of 


are become not only wretched and 

miſerable in themſelves; but (what is much to be 
lamented ) moſt miſchievous to Mankind, by what's 
faſt recovery, their Fall, Well may our Afﬀedtion 
and Paſſion become chang'd with its Objef , ſorrow 
oy; the Scene of our Ima- 
gination become hung with a mourning Black, whilſt 
wh look on the fall of Angels, in its ſable coloars, 
with weeping Eyes, and atone the Funeral of their 
Felicity, with full Hearts. Whoſe deplorable ſtate 
and condition iS (attempted to be) deſcrib'd in the 
following Sermon. Which when Preached, though 
the Delivery might not command the Attention, ex=- 
cite the Dewotion, of moſt its Hearers (which alas ! 
the moſt excellent Sermons, how pathetically ſoever 
deliver'd, ſeldome effet) yet it did not miſs altoge- 
ther of its defired end, on the minds of ſome, e- 
Specially on a moſt Learned Hearer thereof, whoſe 


Fadicious Obſervation on part of the Reply * & See pagt 21, 
me the aſſurance (which was my great ſatisfattion) "iſm * 
that the Seed ſown did not fall altogether on Bar- 

ren , but on ſuch Good ground, as not only brought 

even to the Sower him- 
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forth what was profitable , 
a 2 


; felf, but what hath miniſtred an occaſion of Prin- 

ting , what was them Preached; which I was the 

# | more inclind to do;, in hopes. that it might have 

'7Y | the good hap, ?a be better underſtood (when Meta- 

EC phyſiat and Theological Truths, are brought down 

TM to Senſe, preſentid to the Eye,) than, when it was 

19 | | . but * curſorily delivered. And jo by Gods Grace 

T3 1  * Segnids it- 9ygy gain on more, to become Proſelytes to, to be- 

ritantamm” lzeve, the Truths then declared ,, and to bemoan 
demifla per au- OD : | 

Fes Quam quz what. miſchief Sin did once in Heaven ; as, alas ! 

ſunt oculis x Jaily doth on Earth, even in our Holy ' Places, 
ſubjeQa fidelt» . | 

bus, & quz,  7# -0ur Churches, when at ſame time we cannot be 

Ui, Hora, profited by what becomes edifying to others ; when 

' the wicked one, either ſteals away our Attentive- 

neſs, from under Inſtruftion ; our Hearts from. re- 

rerving, the good ſeed , or elſe choaks them with(what 

will prove pungent , and pricking in the other 

World) the Thorns,” the Carkings, and the Cares of 

this. The harſh, and ſevere Cenſures of which, I 

am once more to undergo, foreſeeing that I ſhall lye 

under the Imputation, in being Guilty of ( what "is 

condemn'd, as abominable, in the following Sermon :; 

and, as that, which caus'd the Angels fall) Pride and 

Panity. In preſuming, to. Print my Conceptions of 

fo great a Truth, in ſo mean a dreſs, as may neither 

take the Humour, nor comport with that Gallantry 

and Gayety of Wit, now .in vogue. Which 1 am no 

further concern'd 40 take. notice of, than to pity- it, 

when what is ſerious cannot affett it ; and if it doth, 

it's only.when a Levity of Spirit, and of Fanty goeth a- 
long with it, For I am conſcious to my ſelf, (which 

to me is better than a thouſand Witneſſes). that © as 
my. Conceptions. flow'd from. a profountl, - and' moſt 
humble apprehenſion. of the inability. of the Self-ſuffici- 
ency of the beſt of Creatures, to. ſecure their. ftanding, 

either in Grace or Glory,' without a Divine ſupport and 

'fepply : So alſo that'T have no other deſign in the pub. 
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liſhing of them,. than to ſecure firm and unſhaken my 
Readers Salvation, and my own, in that ſtate of Grace, 
unto which if hath pleaſed God to call us.. And there- 
fore, though this be but a5 the Widows Mite,. caſt out 

of the whole and neceſſary ſubſtance, St. Mark 12. 4z. 

(which T have colletted , zathered®* rogether) into the 
charitable Corbau, for the publick good: Which, whil'/F 

others that have gone before me in this Sutjett, have 

enriched out of their Treaſure * yet I hope 

( that in the great day of Retribution ) it may 
find acceptance at the hand of that Divine . Juſtice, of * Overplus of 
that Divine Goodneſs, which it doth vindicate. Which i OS 6 
7 ſhould very groundleſly expeft, if I did Lottom on 1& dun. 
(what broke the neck of the Apoſtate Spirits Felicity) = roo 
. Pride; or on a Vain couceit of an intelletlual ſuper-ex« "0g EY 
cellency. On theſe Reaſons therefore it is, (Honoured 

Sir) that I appear again in Print. And it isalſo on as 

weighty ones, that I preſume once more to - prefix (your 

Great Name) to another Dedication. Not only in that 

it's but juſt and equitable to offer up of the followiig 

Harveſt; to whom the firſt fruits hath been al. 

ready Conſecrated ; and this the rather, in that the 

Harveſt( related to in the Fudgment to come, which is 

inſiſted on in the Sermon) is, That, in which the Holy 

Angels ſhall be the Reapers, St, Matth, 13. 4t. 7o 

whoſe ſtate, and condition in Heaven, Tours ſeems e- 

minently to beat a reſemblance here on Earth, not only 
for the figleneſs of Tour ſtate, . and adoru'd with the 
| Grace thereof, a Celibate Continency, but alſo in re- 

pet of Your moſt Penetrating and Piercing Judg- 
ment, in the clear diſcoveries of the greateſt Truths, 
(ſhort only of the Angelical) in that it lyes under 
the diſadvantage ( from which theirs is freed) of being 
embodyed. Not only ( 1 ſay) on this account, but alſo 
in regard of the Dignity and Excellency of thoſe things 
treated of in the following Diſcourſe, viz, Of the Fr 
| teftion: 


a. 
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teltion of thoſe Wiler, and Windings , of theſe, Infdi- 
* St. Ign. E- 04s infinuations (which $t.'* Ignatius calls. Te; irivess 
piſt. ad Tral. ,3 a;og6ax Infidias Diaboli, Sz, Paul, Eph. 6. 
FL —__ 1Þ2. mis pellodtias, 3-6. The fludied and contrivd Plots 
rE of the Devil to deceive, and to deſtroy us, Which no- 
thing, but the unwearied watchfulneſs and refined wiſ= 

dom of ſuch a 6-90 Perſons, as Tour ſelf, ( being ſet 

apart to watch for the Salvation of Souls) can defeat 

and diſappoint. As alſo of the Vindication of that 

Goodneſs, which hath promiſed (what generally hath 

been performed in all Ages) to Perſons of Tour moſt Ho 

#ourable Order, viz. t0 cloath her Prieſts with Salva» 

tion, in its three moſt important fignifications, Viz. 

with Plenty, Proteftion, and with Dignity, as the 

» Dr.Barrows Learned Dr. * Barrow hath obſerved. And in 
——— that it preſents you with. the Vindication of the H0- 
rm. 
begiven to ſuch painful Labourers in Chrifts Vineyard, 

as Tou have evidenced Tour ſelf to have been. Theſe 
recommend the following Sermon to Tour protection, 

and beſpeak Tour favourable acceptance of this Dedi- 

cation thereof. Though Divine Goodneſs, and Divine 

Fuſtice be ſuch mighty powerful things, as do rather 

confer ſafety on, than ſtand .in need of any defence 

from, the beſt of Men. Tet their being publickly own'd, 

.in ſuch a degenerate Age as this, by Perſons that live 

under the awful apprehenfions of the one, and under the 
 endearments of the other, as Tour ſelf doth ; their be- 

ing. publickly own'd by ſuch, will give a publick Cha» 

ratter of the neceſſity, aud advantageouſneſs, as well as 

of the excellency of detefling the Stratagems of Satan, 

of oppoſing that | 2-5 Intereſt he hath already made in 

the World; and of vindicating the Honour of the Ju- 

tice of God, and of his Goodneſs + But its the meaneſs 

.of the management of the Diſcourſe it ſeff, which I am 

ro 


.nour of that Faſtice, which injoyns double Honour to. 


tt Apologize for , and to ſupplitate Tour Candour in, 


PO ESE) 


Being very ſenſible that what is delivered in it, may 


not paſs withall (if with any) for Demonſtrations ; nor 


the Reaſons offer'd, with that ſtrength as to overthrow 


at obftinate Gainſayers, or be approved of, as ſuiting 


the depth of the enquiry into the Original Sin, which 
caus'd the Angels fall; or be efteemed ſuch, as the Vin« 
dication of the Honour of Divine Goodneſs and Fuſtice 
might require. Tet the fall of Angels being very myſte- 
rious, and two ſuch eminent Perfeftions in the Divine 
Nature or Eſſence, as Juſtice and Goodneſs are , being 
moſt ſublime, and High : The darkneſs of the Myſtery 
will (f hope) excuſe the Reaſons given, why they appear 


 butas Glimpſes to, in the diſcovery of it ; and the eight 


of the Perfeftions, will plead. for the ſhortneſs of thoſe 
Shadows projefted from (in the Conceptions of ) them : 
And alſo, for my drawing , in this Dedication, the 
Fappineſs of the fallen Angels, which they once enjoyed, 
Comz Gloriolz encircling their Heads, till Errour 
ſeized theſe, or ſo Eclipſed the refulgency and bright- 


 wels of thoſe. And indeed, their not landing long in 


. happineſs, gave me not time enough to draw it to the 
Life , to the largeſt proportion. And the darkneſs, 
which doth now invelop them, fince their Apoſtacy, is too - 
thick for my weak Eyes to penetrate,and ſo am forced to 
preſent it but with faint ſhadows,and ſome light colours.. 
A skilful Artiſt's, a more ſpeculative Soul's Pencilcan. 
only ſet it, Sir , to Tour Great Fudgment, with ſuch- 
palpableneſs and affrightingneſs, as will beſt ſuit with, 
and correſpond to the grievouſneſs of the Sin,that caus'd 
#t, Degeneracy of the Nature in it, and to the De-- 
Spondency of Fiends and Devils groaning under it. But 
that I may not any longer interrupt, Sir, thoſe Sacred 
Hours and Minutes, whith you have Dedicated to 
Devotion ; Thaveonly to add, That long may you live 
| * 


an / 
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an Honour and Grace , this famous Church of E0g- 
land,a Wiſe and Pi owerfu Watchman to diſcover, and t0 
diſcomfit the wicked Machinations of the great Ads 
wverſary of . Souls , that Tou may yet live to gaim 
many Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, to the overthrowing 
the P rincipalities of Darkneſs, and of Tdolaty. That 
Piety may ever flouriſh in Tour Praftices, Holineſs blof- 
ſom forth in its Beauties, diſplaying themſelves in 
Tour Religious Converſation, . That Tour Name 

may be famous on the Records of time to all Puſterity, 
' and that it may be found Regiſtred in the Book of Life, 
ſtudded with Additional rayes of Glory, amangſt the 
Names of thofe wiſe ones,who have Converted many from 
Sin unto Righteouſneſs, to ſhine forth like the bright- 
. eſs of the Sun, to an ever Bleſſed Eternity - .z3- the 
fincere Defire, and Hearty Prayer of, | 


, Str, 
Balmbrough, May ; : 
29, 1684. Your Worſhips true Admirer, 


and moſt Devoted Servant, 


> Tho. Daviſon. 


"F:* 7 


AM. —_—_ 


2 It, Pet. 1. 4 


For if God ſpared not the Angels that ſinned, 
but caſt them down to Hell, and delivered 
them into Chains of Darkneſs to be reſerved 
unto Judgment. 


HE Author of this Epiſtle, and Apoftle of 

the Circumcifion, St. Peter, knowing that 

as there were falſe Prophets amongit the 
Iſraelites, ſo there would ariſe up falſe 
Doctors and Teachers amongſt the Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe Wolfiſh inward Ravenings, 

being coverd with the ſoftneſs of the Sheeps Cloathing, 

would Prey on many in Chriſt's Fold, by ſeducing of their 
IntelleCtuals, or debauching of their Morals : That, by 
teaching them deſtructive, damnable * DoCtrines, ſuch « aj,q,0m o- 
as this, viz, That it was conſiſtent with the Salvation of wwacis. 
the Soul, for the ſafety of the Body, in times of Perſecu- 
tion,even to deny the Lord that bought them, v. 1/7. This, 

in gratifying of Senſuality, living in uncleannels (things 
mighty pleaſing to, and prevailing over Fleſh and Blood,) 

as appears from v. 24, Where ſeveral Copies read * Tais « 5,404, Tep. 
«04xyeias, laſcivious, for d4@ox4as pernicious Dottrines z 

and that the PraCtice of ſuch Impurities, was co-herent with, 

and agreeable to the Profeſſion of Purity, and of Holi- 

neſs. Such unchriſtian DoCtrines, and beſtial uncleanneſ- 

ſes, were Taught and Praftig?d by the Gnoft:ck Chriſtians, 

who having corrupt Nature to work upon, and making 

uſe of the ſlye Inſinuations of fair Speeches to ſet off both:; 

He foretels, they ſhould prevail (as they did) on too too 

many to believe their Heretical Doctrines, and to fol- 

low their Vicious Pradtices ; to the diſgrace of Chriſtia- 

nity, by reaſon of whom the _ of Truth ſhould be 
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evilly ſpoken of, as is declared v. 2d. And therefore the 
Apoſtle not only forewarns the Hebrew Chriſtians to whom 
he writes theſe Epiſtles, that they. might be fore-armed, 
both againſt the unſoundneſs of the DoCtrines, and againſt 
the corruptneſs of the Manners of ſuch falſe Teachers ; 
but alſo to prevent their being impos*d on, prepoſſeſsd 
with an Opinion, that is both groundleſs and graceleſs, 
yet moſt prevailing — Wicked Men, viz. Becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil work, is not ſpeedily executed, therefore 
the hearts of the ſons of Men are fully bent in them to do 
eel, Eccleſ. 8. 11. They taking an occaſion (from Gods 
forbearing to Puniſh) of their preſuming to commit 
Sin. Whereas he aſſures theſe Jewiſh Proſelytes, that it 
was a deluſion, only embrac'd by ſuch as were given ©- 
ver to believe Lies: For whillt God is whetting of his 
Sword of Juſtice, it's that it may cut with the keener edge, 
and the longer hes in bringing the blow about, it's 
to bring ir home with the greater force : Hence he tells 
them that there was a * ſudden Deſtruction did attend ſuch 
falſe Teachers, v. 1, That their Damnation did not 


* $5 Andawus * lumber even in this-State, v. 34. and that they ſhould 


be awaken'd by it, with the greateſt conſternation and 
amazement, in the other, v. 9, where they ſhonld be 
reſerv*d unto the day of Judgment to be puniſhed. And 
to confirm the Truth of theſe his Predictions againſt falſe 
Teachers, - He -evidently doth it by three famous In. 
ſtances of Gods appearing againft the Wicked with 'ſe- 
vere Judgments. - The firſt is Gods pouring out the Vi- 
a!s of his Wrath upon: the People of the Old World, 
for their Debauchedneſs, when he ſwept them away 
with a Deluge z A fair: Preſident for an intemperate Age 
to take warning by : Another of the hotneſs. of his Wrath 
againſt the Sodomites,| which the heats of [their Inceſtuous 
Luſts had ſo kindled, -that it burnt down their Habitati- 
ons to Aſhes; as if their Sin (like a Plague) had ſo crept 
into their Walls, that nothing could cleanſe them, but the 
Flames that did conſume them : And the third is ſet forth 
in the Text; How: Pride broke the Neck ofthe fallen An- 
gels Felicity ; how of being fixed: $tars in the Firmamentr: 
of Glory, they- are: (by it) become fallen Ones : And 
how, (inſtead of maving in- Regions of Light, and of te 

ry, mg 


1 ; '% 
(3) 

being Angels thereof, they are now become the wander- 
ing, and affrighting Ghoſts of utter darkneſs, under the 
Chains of which they are reſerv*d unto Judgment, as is 
expreſsd in the Text. | 

For the better underſtanding of which, I ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe four things. | 

Firſt, Shew, the greatneſs of the Sin, that caus'd the An- 
gels Fall. 

Secondly, The grievouſneſs of the Puniſhment inflit- 
ed for it. 

Thirdly, Shew how the Honour of Divine Goodneſs in 
the permitting of the one, and of Divine Juſtice in in- 
flicting of the other, is vindicated. 

Fourthly, Speak to ſome Inferences, relating to Practices 
deducted from it. | 
_ Firſt, As to the greatneſs of the Sin, I ſhall conſider 
It, 

Firſt, In it ſelf. Secondly, In its Circumſtances, Thirdly, 
In its Concomirants or inſeparable Companions. 

Firſt, As for their Sin, It's generally conceiy*d to have 
been Pride; their over-valuing, too highly eſteeming thoſe 
perfeCtions, which they had receiv?d from Heavens Boun- 
ty ;\ their being too fond on what were but lent to then: ; 
their doting on them, as their only darlings and peculiars 
their ſaying (as it were) within themſelves like Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Dan.4.30. in the height and haughtineſs of their 
Spirits , Are not theſe the perfeftions, which we have 
raigd ? Arenot they preſerv'd by the might of our Power ? 
Are not they eſtabliſhr and ſecur'd by our own ſtrenzth, 
for the Honour of our Majeſties ? Is there any (within 
theſF Dominions) equal to us ? Are there any Gods beſides 
us, or above us, to be Worſhipped and Adored by us ? 
Pride repreſenting their PerfeCtions (tho? they bore not 
the' proportion-of a Point) as commenſurate: to thoſe 
infinite ones that are in God - It magnifying what was 
limited and finite in them, into an incomprehenſible Mag- 
nitude and Bigneſs: By which they became ſo intoxica- 
ted in their Underſtandings, that they covld not ſtand 
fivm-in the Firmament above ; they could not keep their 


Principality, * as St. Jude expreſſeth it: Nay, and as foes Cu. 
a conſequence-thereof, there ſeized on them fuch forget- 75g,vy. 


B 2 fulnels, 


*De Regno cum 
Deo contende- 
partem poſſ ſio- 
£quo d'vidi to- 
tam voluerunt. 


Aug. de civ. 


Diviſum cum 


Annot. 


* Eccle/. Pol. 
P- 75+ 


time that made them: And when they came to them- 


r ent, o& quaſi 
peumfu'ſſ-t in 


nis admitti, ex of ; and they would have'been half Sharers, if not fole 


L. Ti. & 11. Thrones, Principalities, and Powers, Colol. 1. v. 16: Yet 


ove imperium their being ſet thereon as the only Kings thereof, could 


þiberent. I dem "We . , Wet WA 
0 ves do it : Nor their being Principalities, unleſs they were 
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fulneſs, that they did not ſo much as know him for a . 


Ee 


ſelves, and had the ſenſe of his Deity ſo awaken'd in them, 
as to own him, even then they deſpis'd and diſdain'd- te 4 
think, that he ſhould be infinitely better than, and ſuperi- 

our to them. Tho? the free communication of Divine 
Goodneſs, the unconſtrain'd iſſuings forth of Divine Grace , | 
the All-wiſe contrivance of infinite Wiſdom, and the | 
Emanations of All-mighty Power did conſpire, and con- | 
cur to the bringing theſe Fallen Angels out of a State 
of Nothing; nay, to the exalting of them into a State 
of Glory; yet they made no other returns to the bound- } 
leſs Liberality of Heaven, than thoſe baſe and ungrate- 

ful ones of contempt and ſcorn. For, whereas their Per- ! 
feftions being but limited, ſhould have humbled them ; 
and being but borrowed, ſhould have oblig*d them beyond : 
expreſſion: In lieu thereof, their Ingratitude was as great 
as thoſe ſurpaſſing Excellencies were ' Glorious, which 
God had beſtowed on them. For, they * contended with 
God about the Soveraignty of Heaven-; they would have 
divided what by Right of Creation did folely belong un- 
to him entire and whole, the Dominion and Rule there- 


Engroſlers of its Felicity. Tho? they were advanc'd to thoſe 
high and moſt honourable Dignities, viz. of being 
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their being Thrones did not fatisfie them ; nothing but 


the only Princes; nor their being ſimply Powers, if they 
were not the Almighties. So valnly did they affedthe _ 
higheſt pitch ofperfeCtions!In the midit of theſe their ſwel- 
ling boundleſs Thoughts, were- thoſe of their Subordina- 
tion to God, ſunk and drown'd, the levity of their tow- 
ring Imaginations, ſwimming and floating at top. For, 

as the moſt Judicious Mr. Hooker obſerves, * By the re- 

flex of their Underſtanding, and being held with eration 

of their own Sublimity, and Honour, the memory of their Snbor- 
dination to God, and dependency on him, was boſt in this conceitt. _ 
How effronting then muſt it be to the Divine | Majeſty; - 
when theſe his ungrateful Creatures, theſe his Rebellious 

| Subjects, 
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Subjetts, theſe his unnatural Sons (for in. all theſe Rela- 


ng 


WE af, v2 
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tions, the Apoſtate Angels ſtood to God Almighty ) con« 
tended for his Heavenly Crown, and this under his moſt 
endearing Obligations to them. For them to become Com- 

titors for what they had no right to ; nay, were not ca- 
pable of (4 parte arte) his uncreated, and eſſential Glory ; 


What Majeſty could brook it ? Would not Meekneſs it 


ſelf be enrag?d at it? How daring to, and provoking of 
Divine Fury, muſt the very Attempt of theſe fallen Spi- 
rits, (for which they are deſervedly charg'd with folly) * 
bez when, being but Rivulets flowing from, they ſwell'd 
as if they themſelves had been the Fountain of, Divine 
Wiſdom ? How did they ſlight, nay, deſign'd to have flur?d 
Holineſs it ſelf, when what was unclean and unholy (ſuch 
they: were become by their Pride) would vye with it for 
Spotleſneſs and Purity ? How enraging then muſt it 'be 
to a Jealous God, when+the beſt of his Creatures be- 
come ſo vile and degenerate, as to rival with him, for his 
Eternal Honour and FINES ? To become enamour'd on- 
ly with their Painted, - borrowed Complexion, (drawn 
by Heavens Pencil on the Face of their Beings) in contempt 
and flight of his Intrinſecal, Eſſential Holineſs and Beau- 


* Job 4+ 13, / 


ty, which is altogether Lovely ?- What Sin then could be 


greater ? What Sin could be more grievous to Gods Ho- 
ly Spirit,than this of Pride that cauſed the Angels fall? And 
that it was the principal and their peculiar 


ſin, is. not only evident from St. Auguſtin, * 
and moſt of the Ancients being of 

pinion,” * though Scores to croſs Aquinas de- 
nydit; - but alſo from what 1s preſer- 
vative or expreſlive of the common Senſe 


of Mankind, wiz. that: Proverbial ſaying, 


As proud as the Devil : Which 1 am ſure the 


prevalency. of a Philantia, ſelf-love over- 
theſe Wicked Spirits, in this their lapſed : 


this O- 


* Canſa miſerie malerum Angelo- 

rum quid aliud, quam Superbia 

nuncupatur ? Aug. de give lib. 12. 

- , P-699. U& lib.11.Cap. 33. pe 
$; 


* Scoto non placet prccatum An» 
gelorum fuiſſe Superbiam, credo 
ob id ſolum, quod Thom placue- 
rat ſequenti veterum Scriptorum 
ſenteniam, ibid. p. 701. 


State,doth confirm.. Foreven yet, they pride themſelves 
to be poſſeſſed (as we read frequently in the Goſpels they 
were) of Mens Bodies, which ſhould be the Temples of 
Gods Holy- Spirit ; And their aſſuming to-themſelves*Di- * 


vine Worſhip, as they did,when th 


commanded not only 
Brutal, but Humane Sacrifices to: be offered up to them : 
| Whi 


hich 


Which-many of , the unnaturat. and bloody (but moſt 
ſtrongly deluded) Parents amongſt the. //raebres, did rea- 
dily. obey. and performs when they caus'd their Seed, viz. 
CHIGTEa, pals through the-Fire to lh theckdol God of 
J oa the  Moabites,. as.we read: *. they did-for this purpoſe, for 
i not; { ** this very end; (which ſhews the height of their Pride in 
2Kings 23.10. their degenerate State) that the Name of God might be 
v. Bſ. 106.37. propban'd by. it, Lev. 18. 21. . Nay, how did their Chief- 
They Soripucy tain {well with Pride, oben. pa auld m_ _—__— our 
ear 00m a Saviour, (to it) with, A! hrſe things will 1 gre thee, if 
Datghters uu 1,” wile Fail down and worſwp no? lacth. 9. And as 
it not a great.-Inſtance of -the. Deyils Pride, when he- 

wauld be only Worſhipped, (as of old he was) in, and un- 

der the form of a Serpent ;z, wherein he had done the grea- 

* See Dy-$till, txt miſchief to Mankind ?.,*; But this may ſuffice as to 
Orig. Sacr. p. the greatneſs of the fin, (conlidered in it elf) which cauſed 
517. their Fall.. -I proceed-to-the ſecond general, to confider 

it in its Circumitances, _ - 

_ Firſt, It was the firſt Sin that ever-was committed in the 

World, Not only in /pecie, viz. of Proud and Haughty 

Thoughts; but of all: other Sins of what. kind ſaever. For 

it was nat their. defiring'the 'adyanceato,.ot. what their 

Natures. © TR of z:,nors their delighting in; 

what Excellencies God ;had beſtowed 'on them ;. but (as 

you have heard).their doting on them, as their 'Davlings, 

as their only beloved, which becawe their Sin..The formality 

or elfential-ingredient of  which-conſiſted rather ©7 conuer ſio- 

.._ neag ſemetipſos;, in their reflecting on,and fondly admiring of 

| _.themfelves, and their finite pertections, as St. Ang. obſerves; 

* Se illiprafe- * than in averſione 4a. Deo  Creatore,as. ſome'have imagin'd 
rendo, id qued the principal conſtituent of the firſt Sin to have conſiſted in; 
mans fs P'* Which carries not. any. clear, and: convincing: Evidence 
- Aug; de civ, along with it : For tho? #76 trac, averſion, or:tarning from 
hb-212..c. -6:God, be antecedent to-their:;} copverſion; looking backups 
P- 699-! ©". - gn themſelyes; yet. Averſion asſuch could not- be \'{ hum- 
bly: conceive). that which makes vp the. Nature ofthe firſt 

Sin; .:for then the reflext afts of. the Bleſſed Spirits in 

Jeaven, evidencing [themſctves vin, agate pony ions of 

cheis, deri ecede itheir 


; vative - Perfedtions,” wich. malt. precede ithe; 
ratefyl return. Honour: and Praiſe . u6 Gol; the” Aw 
Gar 12nd giver-of them; / and' thoſce-of ' a. true Penitent 
377 Hs | on 
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and ſuppoſition on whieh'it'is grounded. © | 


theſe: fallen Angels abode was not long in Hon 
| | n 


(7) 


on Earth, by which he calls his Sins to remembrance, 
ſorrometh for them, and repents of them , (which are 

always ſeconded ' with Gods ſpecial Grace) might (I 
conceive) lye ' under' an imputation ; and then it 

might not be ſafe , either to bleſs God for thoſe good 

things, which the Holy Angels and we have receiv*d 

from himz or, to ſorrow for thoſe ill things which (a- 

las) we daily commit againſt him. Neither do I think 

that the firſt” Sin could be (what others - have imagind ) 
Sacriledge. For, we cannot but conceive, that they mult 

firſt aſſume Divine Honour to themſelves, before it be 

imagird 'that - they would rob God of his; that they 

mult firſt think themſelves worthy -of what they aſſum'd, 

ere they could wrong God, of what was his peculiar 

Glory. and Worſhip: So that Sacriledge could not be 

the. firſt Sin; it being ſubſequentro, and that which did. 
reſulr-from it: And that Pride, which cauſtd the. Angels 

fall, was before Adams tranſgreſſion in Paradiſe, (the 
Creation of: the Angels being not mentioned in the ſix 

days work; and 'there being (even at this day) many a- 
mong(ſtus,who will not-believe any thing, but what'is diſerris 

verbis, expreſly declared 'in holy Scriptyre) may raife the 
doubt,which the Serpent, a diſgniſed Devil, the chief of the 

fallen. Angels, who by way of eminency is called the 

Wicked One, * and the Tempter, tempting of our firſt « 5, yy. ;. 
Parents, may reſolve,'clear' the donbt, quaſh. the-ſurmiſe z. 2. ic. v. 


Burt not to miſpend time, and to abuſe my Readers 
patience by a frivolous enquiry, how long theſe fallen 
Angels continued in that Truth frqm which they are 
fallen; or Magiſterially determine of the day, and hour, 
or- minute in which they did*fall;, theſe being Myſteries, 
which a too near, and to60'ſubtile enquiry into, may Ta- 
ther upbraid our curi6ſity;, thay gtve. any real ſatisfati- 


- on, or improveinent to'-0ur rational Faculties, which are 


at a loſs in the reſearches after them ; | as £L. Yives ob- 


ſerves *:Burt leaving rheſe cidden-anddeepMyſteries tohim, + Walie fnt” 


toiwhom-all things ave-hakedand” Bare, .what . is reyeal'd 2n"ls, 1p 


concerning -rhoav may ſativfie/ ys, viz. the Devil {0 early. geror nyeimus 
| ing of Addr; and our Saviour declaring that” he , . Jo. 8.4 2 
ſtood: not /in-' the Trith *{iimay aſcertain" to us, that 19 "6% 
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SR * And therefore.-I proceed to ſhew- the 

* Tam exiguim il/ad temporis* hainouſnefs of their Sinzas-it was the firſt;be- 

Ce gh, ne bil oe. Fore which there was no ſuch thing as Origi- 

+ nal * Sin, to bring along with its'Birth ' Re- 
* The very Angel of Death and bellion againſt the Divine Majeſty ; to be 
Fiend, of Darkiefs. AND, born with the defac*'d Image of God ; to be- 
$1107 45 Seraphick 'Smith come the diſgrace of the whole Creation, 
moſt apily expreſſeth. it. Dr. and the burden under which it groans, Rom. 
Smith Diſc. p. 45 2» - © '. '$, 22, till . Pride -appeared, that ſtupendi- 
-....., ©. ons, and prodigious Monſter, loaden with all 

* TIpary v:v- theſe deformities. For it was the firſt Falfity * that dard 
Ss; oimvss £® to confront the God of Truth; by it theſe lapſed 
IO Toh Spirits chang'd the Truth of God into a Lye; - wor- 

' Os3 4 ule, Mipped and fery'd the Creature, more than the Creator, 
&c. Rom. 3. God bleſſed for ever, as St. Paul exprelleth it, Rom. 1, 25. 

| B5%o It was that which broke the Chain of Unity, by which 
n- the Creature was .moſt firmly linked to its Creator : That, 
by which the fallen . Angels ' tranſgreſſed the Beſt. and 

the Antienteſt of Laws, v:z..the Eternal z of that Law, 

which was eſtabliſht by the higheſt Authority,viz. God's ; - 

of a Law. bottom'd. on the greateſt Right, to. wit, that 

of Creation, of a Law. that was ; eaſy» to have 

been obſery?d, and moſt reaſonable to. have been enjoyn'd, 

in their imitating of exemplary Goodneſs, / their. being 

Counſelled by Infinite Wiſdom, their being comforted by 

Heavenly Grace; their, being commanded: to love: the 

Beauty of Holineſs ;;. to- obey their; Lawful- Soveraign ; 

to admire the wonderful and minutely manifeftation of 

the Divine Eſſence, or of the Being of God himſelf diſ- 

play'd to them: In fine, it was the aberration from: a 

Law, moſt agreeable to their Intellefual Faculties ; moſt 

perfective. in its primary;and principal deſign, of their 

Eternal Welfare : and Happineſs. ' This was the Law 

which they were to obey, theſe were the things which they 

wereto have done, in order to. their being continued in 

**©x,wlp Felicity, of which their Pride ſupplanted ' them. - For 
xzx&» xo; though It was their Firſt-Born, yet- it miſcarried--(by 
%wxywe. Da- its own fault) of the Heavenly Bleſſing, It being the 
malſc.1. Puziſh- firſt that bid defiance. to the Divine Majeſty ; thatpro- 
pete foring, Y0Kd, nay, * forC'd God to Wrath and. Fury : That, which 
of voluntary  1aid the Gap open for tranſgreſſions 3 That, which cut 
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eat of the forbidden Fruit, which grew therein : That 


ever was committed. But, 


"Shape: There was then no beloved Conſort, (as Eve 


- \ 


HY (9) 
them off from being proteted/by Almighty Power ; from 
being guided by unerring Wiſdom ; from being influenced 
by Ceteſtial Grace; from being bleſſed with everlaſting 
Glory: For 'tt cut them off from God, the Fountain of 
all z by which they became the broken Ciſteras, which 
leek'd, let out the Heavenly Grace; the extracts of Glo- 
ry 5 and the yery Spirits of an ever blefled Life and Im- 
mortality. Now we know, that this circumſtance of 
its being the firſt Sin, doth exceedingly heighten the 
hainouſneſs- of it» For the firſt Tranſgreſlours of any 
Law, ſeldome eſcape the ſtricteſt Juſtice, the ſeverelit 
Puniſhments ; Not only in that they are the firſt that af- 
front the Majeſty and Authority, which gives Sanction 
to it; but alſo in that they become bad Prelidents to 
others to do the like. Hence we * read of Adams being « gen. ;. 24. 
caſt out of the Earthly Paradiſe, being the firſt that 


the ue Man, tho? he gather*d but ( what was necella- 
ry for his Fire) Fuel, yet he was ſtowd to death, be- 
ing the firſt that tranſgreſſed what was enjoywd, the 
ſtri&t obſervation of the Sabboth, Numb. 15. v. 31, 32. 
That Ananias and Saphira, being the firſt under the 
Evangelical Oeconomy, under the Goſpel, that deſecrated 
(fair Preſidents to Sacrilegions Perſons, to take warning 
by) what they had dedicated to Holy and Religious 
uſes, were ſtruck Dead, As 5. ver. 6. And for this it 
was, that God, with. the moſt exemplary Juſtice imagina- - 
ble, caſt theſe Angels (they being the firſt Tranſgreſlors 
of the Eternal Law) down from Heaven to Hell; which 
ſhews the greatneſs of their Sin, as it was the firſt that 


Secondly, Conſider we it, as it was a Sin, te which they 
had no Temptation. Thi: naturally and neceſlarily fol- 
lows from its being the firſt Sin. There was then no ſub- 
tle Serpent to deceive, to beguile them. Theſe fallen 
Spirits having not as yet chang'd their Nature, and their 


was to Adam) to ſolicite their taſting of the forbidden 
Fruit, which grew in the Heavenly Paradiſe ; they being 
then ſuch bleſſed Spirits, as neither marry, mor are giver 
in marriage, St, Luke 20. 34, 36. Neither, had they as yer 

C known 


_"y ) 


known the Pride of Life; and therefore could not be 

tempted, overcome with what had no Exiſtence in them, 
Concupiſcence, or the Luſts of the ſenſitive part: Nei-- 

ther was there any ſpecious Apple. to edge, to. allure, 

or excite what was yet uncorrupted in them, the A. 

nimal (as the Plaroniſt call it) Appetite. There was - 

then now Power to aſlault, no Policy of Hell ro circum- 

vent them; for they themſelves ( who are now the 

Wicked Principalities thereof, were yet unfallen, were 

yet in Heaven. There was then nothing but God and 

Goodneſs, ſhining brightly about them, Purity and Ho- 

——--- lineſs lodging within them z and the Eternal Efluxes 
and Emanations of Glory hourly, every moment to 
tranſport and raviſh them ; Which the united Conſorts 

of their fellow Angels, (now confirm'd in Glory, and the 

breathings of Hallelujah's of Honour and Praiſe be given 

unto him that ſitteth in the higheſs Heavens ) could not but 

raiſe unto exſtacy. So that, Holineſs could not tempt 

them to become unclean; Happineſs, to become miſera- 

ble ; nor Heavens condeſcention, (in Creating them ſuch 

Huſtrious, Glorious Beings, as once they were) to be- 

come Proud and Haughty : They could not be tempted 

of God, who cannot tempt any : But asevery Perſon is, 

*%7. 7ew. 1.12. (when he commits ſin, as St. Fares obſerves) * ſo were 
und Tic i/h-they drawn away from an. Eternal Rectitude and 
« «rug Uprightneſs,. by. their own Concupiſcence, by a too much 
egeaxouertt.. en mour'd love of themſelves; by which God's All-wiſe, 
and moſt . Gracious Proviſions - to: ſecure their ſtanding, 

(his planting of them in the fertileſt Soil, - his Hea- 

venly Paradiſe, enduing them with a moſt fructifying 

power, they being mighty in Power, to, haye excell'd in 
Goodnefs5'and watering: them, with the- Morning dews 

of Eternal Glory) became defeated; . his, eypectatiqns 

- ſo fruſtrated, that when he came - (as it were ) to ſeek 

$5. #4. 21>Fruit, (like the Fig-Tree which our * Saviour curgd) he 
by. 7 "* found them nor-only fruitleſs, but barren + Inſtead of 
yielding Grapes of goodneſs, of a ſweet and delightful 
reliſh; they brought forth ſower ones, which edg*d his 
Wrath and Fury againſt hem. For in ſtead of Humili- 
ty, they brought forth Pride; for Obedience, Rebellion ; 
for- Praiſes, Frophanations of his Holy Name : Errour 
and 
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j-—. 2ndFolly had ſeiz'd their Underſtandings, ia the Regions 


of Light ; Pride and Vanity their Imaginations, under the 
moſt humbling Obligations ; Obſtinacy and Perverſneſs 
their Wills, under the moſt endearing diſtributions,Com- 
munications of Glory and Goodneſs. Which (as I conceive) 
could flow from no other Head, than their coveting (what 
of right did not belong unto them) Divine Honour, for 
their miſplacing their Delight and Choice on unfit Ob- 
jects, * for their Admiraion, viz. their finite and borrow- 
ed Perfections, and not fixing them ( as they ought to 
have done) on thoſe Infinite ones that are in God. 
From theſe heads mult that levity and lightneſs, (which 
turn'd them round in happineſs, that they ſtood not 
fix*d therein) proceed z otherwiſe (to me) the Fall of An- 
gels is unaccountable. But, : 

Thirdly, It was a fin committed againſt the greateſt 
Light: The Divine give us a perfect and compleat 
Notion of ſin in general, viz. that it- is a Tranſgreſlion 


- * from whence St. Jame's Inference may * n evapri 
villa apy deducted, v:z. He that offends in one point, w "9 og 
5s guilty of all, i.e. Of the breach of that Obedience which 7” 


* Jams I, 2, 10. 


is due to all: Not, that St. Fames may be concelv 


to eſtabliſh that Stoical * Paradox, of aparity and , "PF pA 
equality of ſins, of ſins being all of one ſize, of one propor- p;radoxis. 


tion : No, nothing is leſs ain'd at by the Apoſtle; 


becauſe, otherwiſe, an officious Lye or Equivocation, 
would be parallel to the moſt profligate Perjury; the 


ing of Gods Name in vain raſhly and ignorantly, 
—_ hems as horrid, as the molt malicious defign'd 
Blaſphemy ; then a wanton thought would be as abomi- 


nabl $ the neareſt (and that actually committed) 
| ns, = that a revengeful nd malicious one (as Eſar 


entertain'd againſt Jacob, when he deſign'd to kill him) 
—_ be of - Crimſon a Dye, as theirs were, who actu- 
ally Crucified the Lord of Glory. Not only (I fay) be- 
cauſe theſe abſurdities would follow, (on the _ 
ceſſion of all ſins being alike (but alſo, becauſe it woul 

contradict the Doftrine of Truth it ſelf, our Lord and 
Saviours, viz. He that did kyow his Maſters will, and did 
it not, was to be beaten with more ſtripes, than he that did 


9 M b 
rot, St, Luke 12.47. And _ St. Peters, viz. It —— 
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.better for them not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, than 
to have turned from the holy Commandment, 2 Pet. 2, 21. 
which I mention not in the leaſt to comply with that un- . 
ſafe and unſound diſtinRtion of Venial, and Mortal fins, ſo 
much in vogue with the Church of Rome, but to ſhew, that 
the aggravation of ſins may flow from their Circumſtances, 
as this did, which causd the fall of Angels. For they 
having no innate Corruption to excite them, nor outward 
Tempter to circumvent them in it, they lay not under thoſe 
diſadvantages, which Adam did for the one, and as his 
lapſed Poſterity doth for the other, when they commit fin. 
For, we (his miſerable Off-ſpring ) are not only born with 
Pravities and Corruptions, P/al. 51. 5. but they ſo grow 
apace up with us, that Errors and Fallities are commonly 
the firſt things, that preſent themſelves to our underſtand- 
ings, which doth ſocloud and darken them, that when we 
arrive at years of diſcretion, much pains muſt be taken, 
much time muſt be ſpenr, (which often proves] very weart- 
ſometo Fleſh and Blood) and both muſt I by the 
alliſtance of Gods Holy Spirit ) ere we can well know, and 


. underſtand Truths neceſſary to be believ'd and pradctis'd, 


; IF 2 Cox. 4+ &e 


in order to onr Salvation. And therefore Satan, the great 
Adverfary of Souls, makes it his buſineſs, either to thic- 
ken the miſts of our Ignorance, that we may not: behold 
(as to be taken with) the Glories of Gods revealed 
Truths, as St. Paul declares ; Or, elſe deludes us with the 
Parhelias, Counterfeits thereof, under the diſguiſe of .Hy- 
pocrilie. From which dangers to be enfnared in, to.:.be 
rempted into, and diſadvantages to be overcome by, theſe 
fallen Spirits were exempted : For, their underſtandings be- 
ing (like theRegions above,which they inhabited/)clear and 
unclouded, they being under the immediate influences, and 
diſplays of the greateſt Self-originated Truth, they conld 
not eaſily be (guilty of Soleciſms) ſoon overtaken with mi- 
ſtakes, when Truth was not to be deducted by Conſe- 
quences, (the occaſion of moſt of our Errors and Miſtakes) 
but was demonſtrable, nay, demonſtrated to them, by its 
immediate and firſt Principles z which they wandring ſo 
greatly from,and erring ſo grolly in, aſſures. us, that there 
is much truth in that trite and commen ſaying, None [6 


| bling, as thoſe that will not ſee. Obſtinacy and Wilful- 


neſs 


5, than 
2, 21, 
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ins, ſo 
, that 
ances, 
r they 
tward 
r thoſe 
as his 
It ſin. 
n with 
grow 
nonly 
ſtand- 
en we 
aken, 


vearl- 


5y the 
, and 


| reat an-hindrance.to the embracing of Truth, 
_— of our Eyes is, to the receiving any benefit 
of Light (though darted) from the brighteſt Sun. Pm ſure 
its reported as the greatelt misfortune, (themſelves caus d 
it) and as the heavieſt Judgment (their {ins deſerv'd it) 
that did befall thoſe Jews , who had Eyes, but did not, 


ſee, * they would not open-them; lay aſide their * r-7 ehey 
_—_— way Gi and believe a Divinity working in, ——_ 
and demonſtrating it ſelf by thoſe Miracles, which our Sa- !** 


. hom, through perverſneſs, they rejected to be the 
do EN peg CS them : But theſe Apoſtate Spirits, 


before their fall], were not given over by p:rmilGon (occa- our Saviour, 


St. 
by any antecedent perverſeneſs, as that which hap- | 
_ 20 the Yew was ; neither was it ſent them by way of *' 


puniſhment to believe Lies; * for the blindneſs which « 2 7:12, 11. 


ed cannot properly be ſaid to have ſeiz'd on, 
_o Fac ra Hm to have been ſent them) they 
theinſelves being the Authors or Effcients of it. Ir being 
in two reſpects like that blindneſs, with which the Man 
was born, St. John 9.4. In that it was not for their own; 
for as yet they had not been guilty of any, nor for the ſins 
of another, theirs being the firſt ; but that God might be 
glorified in the juſt Condemnation of ſuch willing , wilful, 
and obſtinateSinners, as theſe Angels were, as they be- 
came z which carrieth along with it the greateſt aggrava- 
tion of their Crime, for {ins committed willingly, and 
wilfully , againſt the greateſt Light, (as this, which caug&d 
the Angels fall was) are of the greateſt Size, and largeſt 


* that for ſuch there Tre- « yp. 15, 
Magnitude. Hence we read, * t 
———_ no Sacrifice, (intimating, that Heavens Wrath 20, 31- i 
would not ealily be atow?d, appeag'd for them) buta certain Heb. 10. 20- 
- fearful looking for (under the apprehenſions of which, it is 


t theſe Evil Spirits tremble) of Judgment, and of Fire- 

bas rm cr c come, St. Fam. 2. 19, Add we to this, 
the conſideration of fins committed, (willingly and wilful- 
ly) but in Gods moſt gracious preſence, ſignalized and ma- 
nifeſted by his extraordinary Power, and by his peculiar 
Love toa People; as he did to the /ſraelites at the Red-ſea, 
which he divided for their ſakes; made its Billows, (or 
"Waves, as it were) become as a Pavement for them to walk 


* on, to deliver them from the hardn'd Heart, and un- 


Mmer- 


Y 4 ) _— 


mercifut Hands of a bloody Pharaoh. How provoking was 
it of Wrath? How grievous was it to his Holy Spirit ?- 
When the Kingly Prophet brings God in complaining, 
That they (amongſt whom he had ſignalized his Power 
and Protection, and for whoſe ſakes he had wrought ſuch a 
wonderful deliverance) that they ſhould provoke 'him- at the 
"OI Red-ſea, even at the Red-ſea, How was the fierceneſs of his 
ang LH Wrath. kindled againſt them ? More dreadful than that 
-glorious appearance of his Heavenly Majeſty, (which caus?d 
Mount Sina: toquake, when he gave the Law) when at the 
foot of the Mount (in his more immediate preſence )-they 
became Deſpiſers and Taanſgreſlors of it, by worſhipping 
the Golden Calf : For which God became fo incenſed, ſo 
enraged againſt them, that nothing could cool the hotneſs 
of his Fury, but their utter deſtruction ; but the conſuming 
of them, (as 2o/es moſt lively deſcribes Heavens juſt indig- 
nation againſt them) Exod. 32.11. Let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot (become more intenſe) againſt this People 
to conſume them, And we know, that it was additional to 
Adams Tranſgreſſion, that he eat of the forbidden fruit in 
Paradiſe, the place of Gods peculiar preſence : But theſe 
ſins ſcarcely bare the proportion of a ſhadow (to this ) which 
-was committed by theſe fallen Spirits. For it was a fin 
"== perpetrated willingly wilfully, deliberately, and with 
—, CAdelight and choice in God?s moſt glorious preſence, in Hea- 
>. Ven, in the midſt of Glory. If they had been Devils, they 
.could not then have ſo groſsly and highly affronted the 
Heavenly Majeſty, for then, they could not have commit- 
ted ſin under the immediate and brighteſt diſplays of his 
Glory; under the cleareſt illuminations of his Deity ; 
which ſets forth the greatneſs, and hainouſneſs of the fin, 
which cauſed their fall, as conſidered in its Nature and 
Circumſtances; I proceed to ſhew, | 
3ly, Its hainouſneſs in two of its unhappy brood, or off- 
ſpring, v:z. Envy and Malice. Pride, not enduring any 
Equal , much leſs Superior, would have no ſharers in; but 
' would be ſole poſleſlor of whats Honourable, and worthy of 
PerfeCtion and Excellency, at leaſt, of the Honour and 
Praiſe that is due unto them. For it appropriates often to 
it ſelf, what is not due unto it. And therefore when it 
ſees, and is ſenſible that another Perſon, or Being doth 
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thriveand proſper, is more fortunate and bleſſed than it 


. ſelf: Her teeming Womb ſwells with its unlucky brate 


Brar of Envy: Which looks upon _ can 
bundance, the Plenty and or ons Menrs: # + Thus + jr9;d4s alte- 
Ml Eye, thinks on ill with a AE —Y 7. Whilſt harmleſs rius rebus ma- 
envyous Ahab became ſick, pin*d inward Do, £ iis Ban arefite- - eotinil 
Naboth ſucceeds in, and is lawfully poſleſ9d © 3 nets Not fo much 
Vineyard Thus proud Haman becomes reſtleſs _ _—_ for what ie 

| p : the - , as for 
fie ro himſelf (repines and languiſheth) under mg —_ —_ 
deur and Greatneſs, under the Riches and Honours, Advs enjoys. 

hic n, (inthe Ferſi0n Court) whiſk Ador- enjoys. = 
which he was loaden, (in / 2 Paſſi- + King 
accai ſits renowned in the Gens. k _ — ſupport * £0 5+ 13+ 

- W 
on 1s Envy, that it wreeks the Subje #- h excize ts Sons 
iſh it, whilſt the Object that doth e 4 1s: 

bs the leaſt hurt,or injur*d by it,as that Acute _ — + Quid miſe rius 

rub cofieyes.. For Thee Re So th © invidia, hos ha- 
#6. ſte and conſume the Bowels that ſpan it. So - bet boni invidia, 
_— * deſpairing Lover faith of her ſelf, is applicable quod maximum 
what the * de EF rarthe forgeth thoſe Weapons that doth /; ;,,;4is ma- 
wr oy and deſtroy her. Hence the worſt of Ty- Jum. st. Aug. 

pl 7 


; rs to its decivit, 1. g. 
rants (the + S:cilszans I mean) abandon'd Malefatto © nan 


I that L 
- Delacerations and Tortures, as to the moſt exquilite % I Vives Ib. 


1d be invented. Bur when Pride ſees that all its efforts ,;,-" natiey” for 
cou 


by Envy are helpleſs and /ineffeCtual, and apprehends that j;, ,uinera fa- 


- 's, Qvid. 
ower grows up with Plenty, ſo that ſhe dares _ pay fe Eo. my 
P le the Object of her Envy, with what ſhe 15 TE + Imidid Scat 
Plc of, her own weakneſs, that Envy may not ſink into ro a04> 
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, d . 15 tor- 
bs . n zarios)to the ſuccours of. Hatre ranni-Majus tor 
"Pair, ſhe flies (tanquam ad triarios) diſperte ra 
-and Malice z though they tend not to dlſperle , 


ESE L 1. -: 
creaſe her Fears; not to redreſs or relieve, but to accu- Ep 


F | d 
* mulate, and aggravate her Troubles; not to do-any goo 
. p 


iſchi hers. Both. 
t all the miſchief ſhe can to others. 
wn ar” How arriv*d at the higheſt pitch (in this fin which 


' caugd the fall of Angels) they becoming the very Furics of 


| d and Goodnels z, 

hemſelves. For now Go ive 
Macs Frdeting and rs» Oeiemng po L_= =_ = 

become their ts, 
ings, "4 ——lng when they —_ ra _ - 

| | y nature of the wor }Fiends 

mie ban rg rt God and Goodneſs be not, bur 
an . 


7 iſchi bject of Ha- 
Eyil, and its being miſchievous, the proper 0b) _ 


oe. OT). 

-tredand Malice ; yet'God being arnvd with the greateſt 
--....Power;:and ſo can ; and being inveſted with the greateſt 
_.. and higheſt Juſtice, and ſo will, moſt certainly puniſh (e- 
verlaſtingly ) theſe Proud, Envious, and Malicious Spirits : 
Hence their Rancour and Hatred againſt him, becomes 
__—. moſt deſperate and deviliſh : For, though they know their 
ſtrength is but weakneſs, if it were to be try*d with the 
Almighties ; and that toattempt to deſtroy (the utmoſt 
effort of Hatred againſt any thing) the Being of God, 
would be as vain, as for them to ellay to give him one : 
-—Yet they moſt perfectly and intirely hate what beſpeaks 
_ his very Being, even the remains (O the height and impla- 

| cableneſs of their Hatred !) of that Goodneſs, which will 
everlaſtingly ftick by them , whilſt they are Devils. For 
they could be content to be deveſted of it, and to be 
Damn'd for ever, ſo that they could but obtain, their 
Malicious and Revengeful Tempers (in deſtroying) (on 
which is ſtampt God*s Image) the Souls of Men, gratified, 

and glutted; their own Conte.lion declares no leſs ; Art 

thou come to torment us before our time, St, Matth: 8, 29, From 
hence it. doth eyidently appear; that though they know 
they ſhall be wretched and miſerable, and this for ever, 

yet their being ſuch, had not ſo much weight with them, 

was not ſo much regarded by them,did not ſo deeply,and ſo 
ſenſibly aſflift and torment them, as the thoughts of their 

* Sive quod ſu- being reſtrain'd, and * curb*d from ating to the height of 
birum_illis fuit Mice, as the worſt of Devils againſt Mankind did. -, And 
DE Jeon therefore both their Malice and Envy, are as much bent a- 
fin dicebast, ”” gainſt Man, as againſt his Maker. How dathey Envy, to 
qud fiebat, ut think, that Man 1s ina condition (of which for ever thep 
cogniti aſperue- are deprived) viz. of being Happy ! How do they hate 
ys aj Man, when they leave no Stone ( though it cauſe them 
_ge > © ſweat) unturn'd, to cruſh (which is their ſweetneſs and plea- 
"Be 99% ſure) his Ecercal Happineſs? Hence the Artifices and 
Temptations of their Chieftain'(that Grand adverſary of 

Souls) are ſuited to the prevailing Tempers and Inclinati- 

ons of Men : He baits his Hook with what he knows 

will be moſt catching. Thus he tempted Adams Ambiti- 

ous mind, with a being like unto God, Ger. 3: 5. Carr's 
Revengefui Temper, with-the ſhedding of innocent A- 

bePs Blood, Gen, 4. 8, Abat”s Covetouineſs with Naboth's 
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xgard, '* Kings 21, 1. and all this with an unwearied 
, And with a wonderful pleaſures For 'be 'goeth abogr 
| bn ophel devour, "as the Apoſtle declares, 1 Pet. 
5 . 8, . Be Hips no opportunity to deceive, to deftroy us: 
No place being ſo fecret, or ſodark (he being the Prince 
of Darkneſs, and it is under its Covertures, that thoſe 
things, whereof it is ſhame to ſpeak, are_committed) bur 
he may be found there. His night-walks are very dange- 
rous. Its in the twilight that we find him with the ftrange 
(Whoriſh Adultereſs) Woman, forming her fair words, 


her flattering ſpeeches, and ſly inſinuations, with which 


ſhe inveigles the ſimple (che ſeaſual perſon) to her unchaſt 
ET with, 7 have decked my bed with Tapeſtry, with 
covered work_, with fine linnen, Prov. 7. 16. 1 have perfumed 


at with Myrrb, Aloes, and Cinnamon, v.27. The good man 


's from home, come let us ſolace our ſelves with love ( the 
ne appellative for Luſt) ntl che morning. With which 
the Senſualiſt became flattered into. unſoundneſs , rotten- 
neſs ſeizing on his Bones, (as well as reproach on his Re- 
putation ).as theWiſe man deſcribeth ir, Prov.6.33. A wound 
and dzſhonour ſhall he get, and-his reproach (that goeth into a 
ſtrange Woman) ſhall not be wip'd away, till he be difmiſgd - 
from her Chamber of Pleaſure, and ſent to that of the 
Chyrurgions, which is full of pain, and proves oft but 
the at one, to that of-Dearth's, as Solomon declares. She 
hath caſt down many wonn-ed, yea, many ſtrong men have beets 
wounded by ber, Prov. 7. 26,27. Her houſe is the way to Hell, 


;ng down to the chambers of death, Which (by the way) the 
| > 8k. Lvpoevg Unclean Perſons: ſhould be a - ware of, left 


ſo (as well as this fimple one) be intangled .in the 
Det BE which belhyelg the dark to trap them in. 
Nay, ſo. vigilant and watchful is the. Deyil, that whil 
welleep, he doth not ſlumber to do.'us-the greateſt mit- 
chiefs, (though not dreamt of by'us.) For while the Hus- 
bandman ſlept, the wicked one ſow'd his Tares, St. Marth. 
13. 25. either by exciting, ſtirring up in us (what hath a 
mighty prevalencyover us) , our Natural and Corrupt af- 
fetLions, -or by vitiating aur Imagivations, with whats | 
ſekiſh; and. ſenſual, which often produceth, what's diſho- 
nourableto Lowlineſs and Humility, Pride and Vanity; 
to Self-denial, as worldly-mindedneſs ; and ta Chaſtiry and 
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Parity, as. Filthineſs and Uncleanneſs, (which may be 
_....-:conceiv*d to have been - one of thoſe. ſecret ſins, from 
Which Datid ao ne nanict, Pal. tg. 12. Thoogh all 
other ſins defile , yet this (by way of Eminency } pollutes 
... the Soul. Not to mention thoſe 1Iluſions, falle Viſions, 
inward deluding Lights, with which many apple, and 
unwary, and too credvlous Pcople are deceived; when 
they take them to be the enlightnings of Gods Holy Spirit, 
the breakings iff of that rr=e light, which enlightn:th every man 
coming into the World , St. Joh. 1. 9. From whence have 
ſprung (as may be ſhewed hereafter, if God continue Life 
and arms, ) many falſe Prophets (pretenders to the Spirit 
in the ſucceeding Ages, and Generations of the World to 
this day) to the diſgracing the Sacred Oracles of the Ho- 
Iy Scriptures, to the inyalidating of their Authority,and of 
his Infallibility, who hath ziven them tobe a Lanthorn to 
direct and guide our ſteps in the paths of Piety and Holi- 
, neſs, P/al. 119. 105. Thus, even in the night, this diſ- 
' guivd Angel of Light may moſt eaſily deceive and delude 
us; for then he gets the greateſt advantage imaginable 
 _ over us, which, it may be, few take notice of, For as 
nf —_ Af the Chriſtian Philoſopher * oberves, it is the time of . the 
- cu oor Devils triumph, ſo certain is he then of a Conqueſt over 
Martyrs operi- Us: As alſo Fuſtin Martyr himſclf takes notice of,” Reſp. ad 
bus annexes. Si Orthod, q. 21. p. 403. Þ Key wiv ov fopn nul; in T3dbnners 
orkzpery &fs SE v- Tops Tp mplires, xavairu os rims 6 AvimaO-, i.e. If we 
Tv TEXVUE delight tn any inglorious Att, thongh unvolantarily, unwillingh 
Ne. EL Y #19200 » FRORS 4 ey 
committed by us in . our ſleep ; yet the Devil erefts (as it 
were, Trophees for it, rejoyceth at it. And indeed its no 
wonder we ſhould (in our fleep) be ſo eafily overcame by 
the Devil; for ſuch As being involuatary ones, fuch as 
have not the free and full conſent of our Wills in the 
production of them ; nay, ſuch as are' not. in our Power to 
prevent, they being the produfts of the Vital and Ani- 
mal (rather than of. the Ratiozal) Faculties: They are 
therefore not regarded by us as ſuch. Ats, for which we 
are to accompt at the laſt day, though they are done in, 
and by the miniſtration of the Body. Burt fince the Apo- 
22 Cor. 25, ſtle * declares, that we muſt give an account of qwhatide- 
' yer is done in the Fleſh; and as the above-nam*d Father 
dath very well obfervez. That ſuch enormous, irregular, 
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(they being not voluntary ones, or in our power to pre- 


vent) yet the uncleannefs, - which -may ſtick to them, if 


not. waſht off with penitential Tears, might bz a bar 


as it appears, by his Solution * of the queltioo, it was « 
(6 his Tow to Chriſtians from receiving the Holy Com- Reſp.#1 orthcd, 
munion. For theſe ſubſequent Acts, 23z. to delight in 4 21. Pe. 403. 
what's handſome, and honourable; or to ſorrow for what ©* 


is diſgraceful, and ſhameful, when preſented to our Ima- 
ginations (whilſt we ſleep) are AGtus Inperati, within 
our Power toexert ; which renders us accountable for them 
at the' judgment to come - On theſe feaſons it comes to 
paſs, that the Devil is watchful and waking to tempr, 
to delude, to overcome us, in our ſkkeps. O then this 
ought to-awaken, in every one of us, the greateſt wari- 
__ and watchfulneſs over our precious Souls ſince they 
are not ſafe, ſecure even in our Repoſe, from becoming 
a Prey to' this Vigilant devouring £07 !. But can his 


Malice, or Hatred reach us ? can his ſubtilty circumvent ns, 


en we are in Holy Ground ? Dare he uſe his Spells ; 
wi his Familiars, his Evil Spirits, when we are within 
our Sacred, and conſecrated Circles, viz. Our: Religious 
places, Holy Churches ? Yes, alas ! even there Sathan ap- 
pears (in theſe our Days too often,) as he did of old, 

. 1. 6. 2, 1, amongſt the Sons and Daughters of men, 
to deſecrate our Hallowed places, by prophaning our 


ndecent Atts or- Ations may be committed by us, evell 
whitit we ſep; which tho? they flow rather from the 
Infirmities of our” Natures, than corruptions of our wills, - 


Fuft. Mars 


Praiſes, by perverting our Prayers, and by polluting our. Y 


Euchariſtical performances therein. Theſe are the - fad; 


and direful effefts of the Devils Malice and Hatred -a- 


gainſt us, and all for this very end, that, we (like him) 


might be undone for ever, be for ever depriv*d of Eter- 


Ppineſs: Which ſers forth the gfeatneſs of the Sin, 

hs NET hs fall of Angels ,' and conſequently the 

rievouſneſs of the 7-0 inflicted for (or that is 
: which is the he 

— to be ſpoke to. Indeed fince it is 2 

ſin ſo hainous in its Nature z ſo aggravating 1n its circuit» 

ſtances ; ſo direful and miſchievous in 1ts effefts, (as 
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what darkneſs. eould-be too Aflitting 7«What Torments 
could- be too Laſting, to. be inflited on_ (according to 
their. Demerits, ) the firſt Perpetrators of it? On theſe 
firſt Delinquents ?- Whoſe Chieftain*'s Garments was dy*d 
and rePd.in the Blood of Precious and Immortal Souls, 


FR from the beginning, * viz. bearing Date from theſe An- 
wO: gels Fall , not from» their Creation. For Hell was prepa- 
*- red. for them-as Devils. St. Math. 25. 41. St. Fohn, 8. 44. 


(Whoſe Nature ſuits beſt with its Regions of Darkneſs) 
and not. for them, as: they were Angels of Light: For 
which - the Devil, and the other. Apoltate Spirits are 
become as deſervedly. wretched and-miſerable,- as their 
State: and 'condition is moſt lively and ſenfibly deſcrib'd 
to. be by eur» Apoſtle in the words of#the Text. To 
which -I ſhall ſpeak, as they ſtand in order: 

_ Firſt, If God: Spared net., 5.'e. did. moſt afflitingly, 
and {eyerely;puniſh them, as /Grorexs obſerves, ad Locum; 
and is evident,, from their being caſt down. from Hea- 
ven; the place and Palace: of the moſt Illuſtrious: Ma- 
nifeſtations of the Divine Eſſence ; of God's, moſt Glo-. 
riouvs: preſence ; of. the immediate communications of Di- 
vine Goodneſs:; of the unvaiPd appearances of his Ho 
lines, and - Purity. z of the cleareſt Demonſtrations of 
the Eternal- Truth; of the Eternal Efluxes of Almigh- 
ty; Power. -and: of the brighteſt. diſplays of all - per- 
fections, and of Glory: From Heaven, where the Righ- 
teous. (after they. are delivered fron the burden of this. 
Fleſh;) are bleſked 4 where the Spirits of Juſt men: are 
perfected ;. and the: Angels, . that kept. their Stations, 
are in Glory confirmed, where there is no other Sun, 
but that which is; intelleftual,. and the Light thereof 
is: that. of the. Lamb, Rev. 21. 255 Where: no. other 
Vaice is to be heard ,- but that of: Meledy; and: that 
Melody raisd- to fraviſhing height, wirh the Triumptial 
Songs of thoſe- that: come out ; ef | 'Friþulations - with: 
their: Garments dy?d''ini the; Bdbod:'of Martyrdom, but 
now: are arrai'd with white Veſtinents.(f/mpbolical - of 
their Purity, and-vefinedneſs) from Heaven, once the place 


. of<heſeEallen Spirits Bliſs and Happineſs :: From-whence 


they; wer#ieaft down -:into. Hell, ia. place az deſtitate:. of 
$qodnefs, as ith: diflant>frdnmGlory.;. hippo 
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! qa Spirits, the Dungeon for the vilcſt-Beihgs, Devils ;- 


where each Senſe is afflicted: to extremity; vs. that' of 
Seeing, with the Groſleſt and Thickeſt Darkneſs, viz. 
Utter Darkneſs, St. Math. 25. 30.: That of Smelling,” 
with the moſt Offenſive Stench, and ſuffocating Steams 
of burning Brimſtone, kindled by the: Divine Breathings 


Iſa. 30. lt : (Thence Hell is called the Lake of Brimſtane 


Rev. 20, 10.) That of Touching, with the hotteſt Scor- 
chings of everlaſting Burrings, St. Math, 25. 41. That 
of Taſting, -with- the bitterelt Gall, and Wormwood , 
with the extreameſt Parchings of Thirſt, pinchings of 
Hunger. St. Zuke. 16. 24. And that of Hearing, with the 
uncomfortable ſounds, ungrateful noiſes of Hideous yells, 
of aflrighting Shrekes, and of the diſtraftting Howling _ 


of deſpairing Spirits. This Is the place, (the Lapſed Spirits 


were caſt into)'a place as diſmal, as their viſages (that 
are inhabitants of it) are affrighcing, and dreadful. In 
which, they are 7:rugeulro i. 6. Reſerv'd, under confine- 
rent 5 not permitted to walk at Large, at Liberty : 
Having, already. undergone a definitive ſentence of con- 
demnation ; by which they are reſtraind of: that gad- 
ding humour, of going about (dire-Hy oppoſite to that 
of our Saviours;, At. 10. 18. viz. to do all the good ima- 
ginable, both: to Souls and Bodies) bat- theirs: was-to do 
all the miſchixf they could to both, which doth mightily 
gall and' fret:them, as above. declar*d ; * For, by being 
reſtrait”?d, their Power is ;weaknd; their: Hatred: and 
Malice (againſt mankind) curb'd and. check*d&from atting 
to the utmoſt of their Fury againſbus. As further. appears 
by their being reſerv'd under (Zegait) Chaines, thecoms 
mon«badges of Notorious Malefactors , but then: theirs 
are mightily differenced from thoſe, which are worn by 
Earthly Criminals: For theſe; at worſt, can* but fretand 
gall'the Fleſh; and-are ſuch-as "Tame, and 'Rult may cat . 
off; and ſo caſe the. Priſoners. of their Loads; and: of their 
pains : But thoſe, with'which theſe faln Spirits are fets- 
ter'd, do wotind, what 'ſhonld be the teadereſt Parts in 
them, if they be not:ſeard) vrz. their Condtiences, which 
rexders theiweright: of rheir Chains tc ſupporitablez dwr 
a worded Spirit who: can bear? Bv0v; 18. 4:;. Behdew the 
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nor Time it {cif wear them out, for they ſhall be as Laſting, 
as thoſe” very Beings, (the ſupporters of them) are; v:z. 
* St. Jude 6.v. everlaſting. Hence'by * St. Jude calPd, vincula aterna : 
&40wed allun. Eternal Bonds: But again, what is additional to theſe 


- 


| * Zegai (pu Chains, they * are catene valde caliginoſe, i.e, Chains of 


the greateſt Darkneſs; of a darkneis more formidable 

and diſmal, than that-, which overſpread the Face (or 

rather invitble Form) of the Chaos. Gen. 1. 1. For that 

Darkneſs was nor” only capable of being (but is row 

aftually become) enlightned; whereas that Darknels, 

(which doth now <aviron theſe condemned Spirits) is 
- not capable of receiving the leaſt comfortable day of 
* *BEGT:eep Light, from the Father of Lights, hence ivs call'd Utter 
il6e,  *.Drknefs, with its uncomfortable entertains, or com- 
panions, of weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
St. Math. 25. 30. A Darkneſs ſo remote-from Light, that 
the very dawnings of this, are moſt diſtant from ir, which 
renders it more palpable-and-afflicting, than that of the 
Egyptians. For the. Egyptian darkneſs did but afflit the 
bodily Eyes - But this of utter Darkneſs afflits thoſe 
(latelleftual ones) of theſe lapſed Spirits Minds, which 
cannot but fill them with the bittereſt. tears ; becomz 
the perpetual Flowing Fountains or. ſprings of their 
ſorrows; if they be not hardned under their Infelicity, 
ineffable Miſery - For, their being ſenſible, that they 
were once Angels of Light, (but now, that they are 
become the dreadful and uopitied Friends of utter dark- 
neſs) cannot but encreaſe their Grief; fill up (to the brim ) 
the bitter notion of their Sorrows, whea they recollett , 
call to mind, the tranſcendency of that Joy; of thoſe 
Delights, which they once enjoynd ; but have now loſt 
(without any hope of Recovery.)For there isa great Truth, 
+ Boethius de 1N what the * Chriſtian a wn (his writings beſpeak 


. Conſel. Philoſep. him no leſs) declares: viz. mſerrimum eſt infortunis genus, 


fuifſe felicem, it jincreaſeth Miſery , to have + been (as 
theſe. Apoſtate Spirits once were) Bleſſed and Happy. 
* St. Aug. de Which 1s Illuſtrated by what St. Auftine * obſerves of 
C1Vite the Grave Matron's, Blaxchas Solution of the Queſtion 
concerning the Syrezs, or Mermaids weeping in. Fair, 
but ſinging in Fowl Weather, becauſe (as ſhe reply'd) 
the raging Storms were ſomewhat abated (as it _ 


- 


by the ho 
J ae oy 


«& as = n 4 - > Gt 
"=" 4 Ge 4 _ : * 4 
. FS EET - 


aſucceeding Calm - But the Halcyon, and 

leafant days were over-caſt with the Cloud. (gathered 
rom the Fears) of a following Foulneſs: So the hope 
of being happy buoy*s us up in the midſt of the preſent 
Storms and Tempeſts of our miſery ; but the fear of be- 
Ing miſerable abates, nay, imbitters the Joys of our pre- 
ſent Happineſs. . On which accompt, theſe fallen Spirits 
are become moſt wretched and miſerable ; if we further 
eonfider, that pera ſenſus, as well as peza damni, i.e, That 
the ſenſe of their. Loſs, as well as that of their Languiſhing, 
doth concenter and meet together in them, is, and ſhall 
be, moſt quick and lively to afflict them. Otherwiſe, 
what means their trembling under the apprehenſions of a 
Judgment to come, St. Fam. 2. 19. The Devils tremble ? 
What means the- crawling of that Worm which ſhall never 
die ? St. Mark. 9.46. If it did not live, and ſtir moſt ſenſibly, 
and gnawingly within them ? What means weeping and 
valling,, in their ſtate. of darkneſs? St. 2ath. 25.3. If all 
Tears could be wip*d from their Eyes, all Sorrows from 
their Hearts, who have been the Principal —_— of all 
thoſe Sins and Wickedneſſes, which caus'd Hell to be pre- 

ared for them, and endleſs Miſery ? St. Matth. 25. 41. 

or, though their fall broke the neck of their Happineſs, 
yet it did not ſtupify, and deſtroy the ſenſe of their Miſe- 
ry. Their ownConfeſlion declares noleſs ; Art thou come 
ro torment us before our time ? St. Matth. 8. 29, But neither 


Satan's falling like Lightning (St. Zuke 10. 18.) down 


from Heaven : Nor his (and the other Apoltate Spirits) be- 


Ing reſerv*d under Chains, and thzſe the moſt diſmal ones, 


of utter darkneſs, doth expreſs his greateſt Fears, his d eep- 
eſt Sorrows, or the height and utmolt intenſiveneſs of 


his Miſery. But his (and they) being reſerved under 
Chains of darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the laſt day, 


doth moſt emphatically and effeft.ally declare it. For 
then there ſhall be none on Earth to be tempted by 
th:m;z: -no Trophies of abuſed Grace to be erected 
in Honour of themz no means of Grace or Mercy 


"tendred to ſupplicant. Sinners - ſhall be (as in time, 


they too too ofcen were ) peryerted, through their 


Inſiigations. For then all Power 'of doing miſchief to 


the Sons and: Daughters of Men, ſhall be taken _ 
Seda oge | = 
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* iy 3 evvemacirer dye * St, Barnabas, and St. Þ . ; hath 


7 ou. Barnab. Epiſt. Edit- * yery well obſerved: Which will become | 
olC.-p. 2356 1:2 59 10. gat LS | LE 

+ Ante tempus judicii, quo weter- 
na damnatione puutendi, quo ttm 
pore Demones in Inferyo cobiben- 


' the greateſt bane to theſe Evil Spirits 
that which will break their very Hearts ; 
and become the very worſt of their Infeli- - 


di divezandis bominibus ceſuuu- licities, and Unhappineſs - For then, what 
ri ſunt. Aug, de Civ. 1. 8. 23. Sr, John  Prophecied.(foretold concerning 


Ttem, Laur. de la Barr. 'ad Ter- 
tul. ady. Marc. P» 208, 


Satans being, bound for. a Definitive,: De- 
terminative time, "viz. of 1coo. years, 


Þ 5; hop Uſper, Rev, 20, 3- Which the current of late * Interpreters un- 
Pr. Hammond, derſtand of his Power being curbed, and abridged; evi- 


Mr. Mede, Mr 


Thorndike. 


'denCd and confirm?®d by the great decay of Idolatry, and 
by the growth and encreaſe of Chriſtianity, during that 
thouſand years) ſhall have its . utmoſt Completion, v:z, 
That at the end of the World, at the general Judgment , 
he, (that is) Satan ſhall never deceive the Nations, Kindred, 
or People any more. Forthen he ſhall be caſt into'the bot- 
tomleſs Pit of Hell, ſhut and ſealed up there everlaſtingly, 


Rev.” 20.19, 13, 14 15. OR 
- And th ſhall be moſt publickly and folemnly done, in 
the' preſence of the greateſt Aſſembly, that ever was, or 
ever ſhall be in Heaven , or on Earth, #empe in conſpettu 
Dei, Angelorum, 'omniumqae ſanftorum, 3.e.-1n the preſence 
of the moſt Holy God, the Righteous Judge of all the 
World ; in the tight of the Bleſſed Angels, and before the 
Facesof the Spirits of, all Juſt Men,, that ſhall be Perfeft- 
ed. Before ſo Auguſt and Heavenly Aſſembly, _ ſhall theſe 
Apoſtate Spirits be charg?d with all their ſecret Machina- 
tions and Contriyances againſt God and Goodneſs, Rehgi- 
on and Piety ;_ with all the Riotings,. Drunkenneſles, and 
| Debaucheries of intemperate Perſons ; with all 'the' Extar- - 
tions and Oppteſiioas of the Unrighteons; with all the'mm- 
cleanneſſes, Fornicatiohs, Adulteries; and: Inceſts" of the 
Incontinents z with all the Man-ſlaughters, and” Murders 
of the Revengeful, with all the inward: Deformities' and 
Rottenneſſes of theHypocriticat ; with all the Impieries and 
Blaſphemies of the Irreligions, with all: the” bjikind; hacth 
uiges, -or receptions, Saryrical Taunts,” and Scoffs 2.252 
inc-bibber,” a 'Gluttogous. Perſon, 4 Friend of Pubti- 
cans 3 St. 24th. 11. 19. and the moſt malicious yirutent 
Gr od Te- 


ly yy ' Epproaches 3, as he Taſtetout. Devils through the Power of 
fath Devils, Sr; 24arth: 9.34: which the Divinity (whilſt it 
come "1HgNn 12d-(as Tertnlhan elegantly expr eſleth_it) 1 our *Peregrina Dj. 
Fits; lafure herg'on Earth) did mect with, And with all the hor- %nitzs, Tert.l 
Its ; rid Villanies and Abominations that have becn committed 7 "= - Marc, 
eli. = (nce the date of. their fall) 1n;thought,, word, ,or deed: <a 
what All theſe ſhall be imputed to-them, as the wicked Agents, 
-ning 7 andlnſtigators ofall. Then ſhall all, that were either 
"Ie. , tempted, or overcome by them, unanimoully make this re- 
ears, He ply;; G62. 3-13. The Serpent, the, Serpent did defign to 
ang '  decelveus, the Serpent did deceive and beguile us. Under 
evi. the apprehenſions of which (methinks) I hear the ratling 
and of their .Chains, ,(caus'd by the terrors, and tremblings 
that which -hath ſeized them) and ſee, how with agalt, and af- 
P_Wg frighted: (which the. very apprepenſions of, us'd in time to 
Nt become to others moſt aftrighting). Viſages,: they are 
wy dro god held vo their. diſmal Cells to a, moſt dread-, 
bot- ful Tribunal.” creme pajangerive them, thus plead- 
ing for themſelves, in barr of that, Senten 


, 3 IC Sous Ondem- 
BY, : nation, (under which they lye) from bel? xecuted on 
' . them. Why (moſt glorious diojelyd is the hotteſt of thy 
' IWrath, the fierceneſs of thy Fury, the utmoſt extremity and 
ea ſeverity of thy. Fuſtice, thus kindled and enraged againſt us ? 
| That' worſer torments,, additional miſeries are reſerv'd for us ? 


n | | 
wa Thok knoweſt.,that we were (of the firſt born of thy Creatures) 

the the excellency of dignity, the earlieſt inſtances f thy ſtrength, 

<Ct- of thy Almighty Power, and the very flower of the Creation, Of 

ite  - that order of Brings, ſo mighty in power, thas one thereof (at thy 

na- commarid) k:{Pd 0 leſs than 185 thouſand; 2 Kings 19. 35. *n 

Igi- ' ore night, Of that Attivity and Nimbleneſs, of that A- 

ind gility and Quickneſs for diſpatch, that (like Lightning) 

Qr- - could in a moment wing thy gracious Embaſſies from: Hea-. 

m- | ven-(the Throne of thy Glory.) to Earth, . the Foot-ſtool. 

the | of thy Mercy ; and alſo that the illuſtriouſneſs of thy Ma- 

ers : jeſty appear'd, whenit mounted on, and rode upon, the * gee the De. 
nd ' Wing of a Cherub: Of that Order of Beings, of ſuch dication, 
nd- nickneſs of perception , (being pure Intelligences,): 

rſh that but one glimpſe of light, darted. from Thee, the In- 

a tellefual Sun, yed within -them . a whole Sphere of; 


Mi- Knowledge of the (Cientifick, firſt, and: immediate Prin- 
bt / ciples.* thereof; by which. they becamequalified tobe Se- 
F cretaryes (as it were) of thy a” ds State, Privy _ 

cellors 


s ” 6 "7 RE, obs. > " Ce be 30 b WM LE: IR 10 
a 4 « b: Te <p BR ee” 42 EIS. nas ES £4 TION One 04D, >: - 4 wee 
A % 2 4 3 IMs = x - 44 v2 a Ib P%., 574 _* "2x 3 Lo TS; ag V3 & SH Py 5K, 
a 3%. £4 CI Vn OS WY | 4s DX. ba ot 
"4 . a . . X (bY, IJ $<* 1 Fn Feeds 7 x 
» o d P4 3 . 4_NE; br pl DOE Wn » IN 
x s © \ . i - v % FA ML - a -. 
8 G > $f : : L - _ At SY Ea 
_ at PAS Ru 4 , L ' % ” GEES » £0 , 
P heats WP IEACPE xs #0 FS v3 * "$E-. at @ 1 A868, 4. : 4 « & » oF — Ya CLASH T4 
HC aael ha Ee SS ORs. Lo v7 = 27 "7 "dy 0 RR D 
: RE: FRE 2a e's NF war +# 8. AWOS VP : - 8 4" x R "ig 
- - ”— as 
& fron = 4b —_ - 
A , _ I " o nds, PERL aatls to ed "Y . 9," RPE 
Z ht bs tbe Reds Ks oa bv va _ Ke | + "3% 


- 
. 
vr ah, 11.4258 
Wag® _ 's 
* OE IO "Rai 


- 4h x a _- _ 
4 5 I 4 j- _—_ CO $0.4) 8 vw, 00" of * 
$509 0 > 
ach FO” mts, ods F Q + : r= © WP q TE S St: fog A adad y P 1 S : n 4 2G 54 
” " , , : 6.4 a 2 :, . oy p L F'Y ROIES + F WISER [K 4 » 1s : Fo bs A y FS: " =— * 
Ls 17 _ a * + Ut $4 _. G # x __ 
- E <A Y "*c i | w FEY L - ” HOIBEs =; pines —_—_ IO fs OO p A "I - ww = 
* . " 4 2 "el A Ry mY F 4 * L 6: =. RS St 
__ - w FL £3. 
ee Lee ek. ee I TT NR CNS I TT En a " = 4 ”— 
« — tw ES 1 w_ 4%. ” 
a , 36 G 2 we C Jn n on 6 j y > : a Ce 
_— - . \ & / th, Ly y FRR ” T5 g 7 Torr 0 _ 5 = . 
: ? 4 F D "HO RIP ? ” RY -oad os A} 
y [4 *L ) SYS - Y ; %s n 4 
- f " 6 _— 0 kd Fe 4 nd ” : 
: : 0 i oc} , at} , mo TROPPOrP ION don heret ka . a; . . —_— £ 
9 . - - Pr” : FR 
Fu « - - p ry "HY v Py 
£ "T3 NJ . þ = 
” ow GETS? © 


_ 


des 3 . | AS ; | 
0-4 JOS X SE. ho 43: i hes He 1 " : « r{+ 4 
' ** © nay wrelſted 'and foreet! from them, as 


* iy 3 eremacirel yrs * St, Barnabas, and St. + Aguſtin path 


7 ones: Barnab. Epi. Edit. * yery well obſerved: Which will become. 
ON. P. 235» , ; 714 <0 ' 

+ Ante tempus judicis, quo eter- 
na damnatione puuiendi, quo tems 


"the; greateſt bane to theſe Evil Spirits ; 
that which will break their very Hearts ; 


pore Demones in Inferyo cobiben- and become the very worſt of their Infeli- 
di divezandis bominibus ceauu- licities, and Unhappineſs - For then, what 
ri ſunt. Aug, de Civ. 1. 8.0 23. $r, Joh Prophecicd.(foretold concerning 


Item, Laur. dela Barr. ad Ter- 
Eul. ady, Marc. Þ. 208, 


Satans being, bound for. a Definitive,: De- 
terminative time, "viz. of 1coo years, 


Þ hop Uſher, Rev. 20. 3- Which the current of late * Interpreters un- 


Pr. Hammond, 
Mr. Mede, Mr. 


Thorndike. 


derſtand of his Power being curbed, and abridged; evi- 
denCed and confirm®d by the great decay of Idolatry, and 
by the growth and encreaſe of Chriſtianity, during that 
thouſand years) ſhall have its. utmoſt Completion, v:z, 
That at the end of the World, at the general Judgment , 
he, (that is) Satan ſhall never deceive theNations, Kindred, 
or People any more. Forthem-he ſhall be caſt into-the bot- 
tomleſs Pit of-Hell,. ſhut and fealed up there everlaſting]y, 
Rev. 20.19, 13, 14 15. H | 5 
_ And th ſhall be moſt publickly and folemnly done, in 
the' preſence of the greateſt Aſſembly, that ever was, or 
ever ſhall be in Heaven ,, or on Earth, nempe- in conſpetiu 
Dei, Angelorum, 'omniumque ſantorum, 3.e.-In the preſence 
of the moſt Holy God, the Righteous Judge of all the 
World ; in the tight of the Bleſſed Angels, and before the 
Facesof the Spirits of all Juſt Men,, that ſhall be PerfeCt- 
ed. Before ſo Auguſt and Heavenly Aſſembly, . ſhall theſe 
Apoſtate Spirits be charg?d with all their ſecret Machina- 
tionsand Contriyances againſt God and Goodneſs, Rehgi- 
.on and Piety ; with all the Riorings,. Drunkenneſſes, and 


| Debaucheries of intemperate Perſons; with all the' Extar- - 


tions and Oppreſſions of the Unrighteous; with all the'mm- 
cleanneſles, Fornicartiohs, Advlteries; and Inceſts* of the 
Incontinents ; with all the Man-Nlaughters, and” Murders 
of the Revengeful, with all the inward: Deformities' and 
Rottenneſles of theHypocriticat; with all the Impieries and 
Blaſphemics of the Irreligions, with alt” the: brtiind, harſh 
Uiees, -or receptions, Satyrical Taunts,” and Scoffs 24S 2 
inc-bibber,” a Gluttopous, Perſon, a Friend of Publi- 
caiis 3 St. J4atth. 11. 19. and the moſt malicious yirukeht 
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ing for themſelves, in barr 0 Apptencs fon P*Gondem- 
| on. (under which they lye) from being Executed on 


' of thy Mercy ; and alfo that the illuſtriouſneſs of. thy Ma- 


out. Devils through the Power of 


we 


* 


utmoſt extremuy' and 
gone 


ility and Quickneſs for diſpatch, that (like Lightning) 
on in a moment wing thy gracious Embaſſies from: Hea-, 
yen-(the Throne of thy Glory ) to Earth, . the Foot-ſtool 


jeſty 'd, when:it mounted on, and rode. upon, the * gee the De- 
7 erp eiry Of that Order of Beings, of ſuch diction, 
ickneſs of perception , (being pure Intelligences,) 
that but one glimpſe of light, darted, from Thee, the In-, 
telletual Sun, dHplayed within them a whole Sphere of: 
Knowledge of the. (entifick, firſt, and- immediats Prin- 
ciples,* thereof; by which hey Dena Karma Se- 
eretaryes (25 it were) 0 thy - y State, _ 


* Shechandhe , 


ED HED 
en Rnnarders, (Kee 


x boticerns of "thy. Glory, ut 
z of the Antienteſt Records of ' 
R—_— Of that order of woo of ſech ca Br be per- 


pre- 


PtSi e,\ poet BY GE y Wilt thbu theti 
baniſh us From NU Glorious preſence ; and. eclipſe, and | 
obſcure the'Glory (aFall theſe thy unfſingpe: gen, 


oo thy for Wwe thonght nl viz. that thoſe 
Great and Eminent » (Sublime and Glorious petfettions 
which * chy Bonnty and Liberality had 'beſtowe@ on vs,) 
might have-been Objefts' of our, Adoration , 43s welt ak 
of our Admiration : Whereis Thee (tte Author hd Iver 
of them)" only welthould haveworthipped andagored, nci- - 
ther was that proud Thonght reiterated, repeated, "and 
renew*d by ns, nor continmed in ns longer, than that Un- 
happy moment; in which It was. Chncern *F t Live. For. 
even then, it 5 i t-thcſe Pangs' ant Throws; "Which 
= have' trayePd: "and "abour'd under; We have 

brought forth ({tnce that fit was be cmenra , but. 

ruitkfs, deſtratting, wt weighs Tanbers outs, 


DD only (of cur Bekr [ death; ' wir 
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of "ever obtaining: of it, 'the' day , (nay, Time it ſelf, 
being paſt and -gone, wherein : Salvation ſhould have been 
wrought ont © math” fear,' and rxembling': * There is 'now ,, at 


P | ts-great- day of Judgment, no ſorrowing for ſin, as it 
0 2 Es bncee, defl'd the Soul or Spirit,”-as ic disho4 
xalted nour*d'thy'Name, diſdain*d thy Love z and did the grea- 
jj 7 creſt deſpite'to thy Holy Spirit : No forrowing, but ſuch, 
Ig as flows from the direful, 4readful Effefts,. which 1t hath 
> produc'd, /'endleſs- wo; and everlaſting Miſery. So that all 
; ail theſe cowicked ones ſhall” continue -Impenitentsz (and we 
=o ; our flvesy *.Devils) for ever. Nor, that other RE : : 
Sr A &f being Examples to others, to prevent their. 7 Ws rg 
wot oF being Split, (as we are) on the Rock of deſ- ' {1777180740 moum nov 
f thy F4 Yair :- For Inſtances -ofgthy: Juſtice, (in puni- dtterins futurum ; 7 ns gen 
I thejt : ing for?ſin; in-this State,)-are' as :uſeſeſs, as - jfum in'Stietatem bonoram 
. and the:brinifh aud bitter Tears of final Impeni-- Angeloram: uiterias redi- 
Hobs) teiits dre! ineffeftaal'and. helpleſs - to drain, 74%m:, Str Augult. deci- 
have choſe orros, from wittice they fow,.. And wen Wy 2S: XE Cap: 12 
thoſe can -neve expect, that the laſt end; of puni-/ * £72 - + 
tions ſting/''ctiminals on! Earth wilt'be effeed- or us! #;4, 
| US,1 that thion ivilt utterly.deſtroy, or annihilats us ;- reduce vs 


528 =” to /ribthing,. O No! For then we ſhovld becottie ſo happy, 


MA as to be freed from all Miſery : In having a period (an end} 
» NEL- put' to our unſupportable miſeries, with tliat of our 
and Beings. For it would be infinitely better for 'ns, not to 
 UR- have ariy-Being at all; than tobe thus for eyer wretched, 
Hor. | for-ever miſerable; why then: (O Lord? ) did thy Holy 
NICk © Spirit ttapregatdite the'Womb- of Nothing ? Form us into 
have pure intelligences ? Bring us into @ ſtate, ' in which its 
.but not only not impoflible, to be; but in which, we are 
ts, attually become tngulpl'd in the- deepeſt and: greateÞ 
V Pr. | miſery! Or, why did not thy Almighty Power, and/bound- 
DES i" Goodneſs, communicate tous an immutability in out 
I, ©> : Standing, that we'might not (as now we do) infinitely 
Ire ; ſuffer for prevaricating of itz for caſting off our ſubor- 
ate, '  dinationto, and dependeney ort it, Neither, needed we(onr 
no: ineffable, unſpeakable miſery forceth 'it;) to have ſuppli- 
lig,, cated, - as now we do, for Mercy; to-have ſhelter? -onr 
cn ſelves under its Santtuary, for ſalvation and'fafety;* To 


thy Mercy, therefore, as to our Laſt, and only* Refuge, 
do'we fly for our ſecurity) un” 7 2ns that thy _y 
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| x above all thy works, -and-that (toi fave,- riot. to deſtroy. 
- Beings, -is its only delight ; And thatieven of thoſe (who 

by Atheiſtical pr qpmeas 4 Tram lo men Helliſh 

Works, and/all thefe continued-in;for; many: years: toge: 
ther, | and\who moſt, notoriouſly have: pa bref (ay 
Holy Commands ;:; been diſobedient to thy Holy: will, 
and have daily, hourly rebelPd: againſt thy,; Divine Ma- 
jeſty. ) That even of thoſe;: thy Mercy. bath ſay'd from 
endleſs Miſery, On; thy :Merty,. on-:thy! —_— (moſt 
Gracious Majeſty : ) therefore it is, that-we preſume, char: 
what it hath granted tothe vileſt Sinners, *(of-a'much 
inferiour Rank to, and below us,)who were once, as yell as 
"I The SN LOI in Glory, Courtiers about thy Hea- 

.venly "Throne,) will not be, deny*d to us,, Pardon 'and 


. 


2 _ Forgiveneſs: Theſe: we: have {O--Heayenly Majeſty !), to 


offer in behalf of jour ſelves, inlet; of ghat. dreadful Sen- 
' tence of condemnation,gf@ader which -we'ly) from being 
| y Divine Juſtice, triumphin 


in- the unſpeakable woes of the works of thy hands, in 
It our -eternal Ruine, and Miſery, The Reply: brings me 
to the 38.: General::: 2. Fo. ſhew,, how. the. Honour of 
Divine/goodneſs, in: permitting the. Sin, (which: caus?d,the 
Angels fall) and of Divine Juſtice, 'in inflicting the puniſh- 
ment due to it,' is vindicated. To-whom:(with-the moſt 
ſubmiſlive Reveregce- to the Divine Majeſty, may-it be pre- 
ſum'd- that) it. may -be-thus, or .to this purpoſe zreply?d, 
by the Righteous. Judge of all the world.. 'Ye know-(Apoſt- 
ate Spirits, that, the greatneſs. qfthe-paris and perfecti- 
ons the large capacities.of your underſtandings; theRecti- 
tude of your wills, ),which-'you once were 1nveſted. with) 
and that your being allyed tothe beſt, and; higheſt Qxder 
of the Creatures, plead not-far,; but againſt you; AnBx- 
ror then:could; aot fo, cally ſurpriſe ſuch pure, undes: 
ſtandings, (as you were).nor-Evil debauch your: wills(fach 
upright ones, . as-o0u 'were created with) nar, could the 
Glory of your Order have been Led, and ſtain?d, but by 

-Your . .unparallePd,. wilful; and deliberate degeneracy, wiz, 
Your glorying in the fublumity and excellency of your; per- 
ay ons; and. ot, 1n me, (as ye ought. to have done}. the 

Author, and Giver of them. By ſo doing, ye tranſgreſsd 
Chat Law, by which you were bound, (on the account of 
226 your 
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; nite Perfections capable of it 


your: Creation) to have: paid: all - homage of Duty and 
Obedience, +of: Hononr'and Worſhip, and: of Love and 
Aﬀetton2to'ime, your Creator : but initead © thereof, 
youwouldhaveeut-rtval'd, nay,* robbed me (even in my 
moſtgloriodspreſtiice} of my Glory; -and moſt vaialy af- 
fected to havebeen (what I am) worſhipped and adored for 


Gods, What elſe could have promp'r you to become ſo un- 


teful,/and fo. injurious: tome ? Could my Cloathing you 
with ſingular perfeCftions difoblige you ? Could my advan- 
citig you4to: Glory debaſe you? Would nothing but the: 
Sacreds of: my Deity, my Diadem , my imperial Glory, 
ferve you ? By what Equity could you lay claim to it ? By 
what Right could you challenge it 2 How were your fi- 
? And ſince they were but 
borrowed from my Bounty, muſt it not have been a moſt 
daring and' provoking Preſumption in you, to aſpire to- 
(what by an Eternal Right, belongs only due to me) my 
peculiar Honour and Worſhip, Renown and Glory ? .And: 
though'ye pretend, that it was but one ſingle z' yet (knowY 
that it hath been a moſt ſgnalized ſin, by- 1ts numerous 
Viperous Off-ſpring, and Brood : For what Atheiſtiealneſs 
in Hearts? 'W hat Blaſphemies in Words ? What moſt hor- 
rid and bloodieſt Villainies in Works, hath 'not imprinte1 
on:their brazen fronts, (as their blackeſt brand) their de- 
{truftive Parent, Haughtineſs or Pride, their darling, and 
culiar' fin. ' A fin of the firft Magnitude, of the greateſt 
ez and of ſuch weight, as well as greatneſs, that-it 
ſuntck 45m 77a ſingle) your Felicity down to- Hell, - and 
with its loads (its miſchievous and deviliſh- brood) hath 
made the-Pit (unto which, ye wicked Spirits, and thoſe 
wretchedSouls, ; that have. been deluded by you, ſhall be 
caſt!) become:bottomleſs, * What could ſupport the weight 
of. 'them, 'when' united together : If Pride, (that begot 
them, when but ſingle.) became too ponderous for.the Raf- 
ters of- the Heavens to bedr ? And whereas it's pleaded, 
- that it wasbut a ſin committed only in Thought : Know, 
[that the:greater was your Infidelity and: Unbelief,. [the 
more [nglorious, and Diſhonourable. it-was' to = Deity, 
/and Divinity,” and moſt: highly 'refleftive on, and under- * 
valuing to mine Cn and Omniſciency.; as if 
'T had been (like thoſe falſeDeitiesand Idols,which ye ops 
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inſpired with unhallowed Breath,-ig contempt; of my Hea- 
venly Majeſty) a God atdiltance, 26ar off,. and not. fo.near 
to. you, - 85: tQ\: have heard OE hiſperiogy -Ofl 
your Pride againſt me? And, as if Lhad been liketyour u-7 
pid and blind Idols ; one that had Eyes,but could. not ſeetthe; 
ticſt bubblings up of your ſpiritual Froth,and inward. Vani-: 
ty ? Whereas (ye know) that irs only my Prerogative, nat. 
only to be intimately preſent with. all Beings, ;but alfo- to: 
be the ul ph ond) amd 1, ot 00 _—_ _ 
your proud and-prefumptive -/Thoughts 2) of) Hearts, anc 
Afetions, and of the molt ſecret workings af; Souls), "and 
Spirits : And that it's my only peculiar, to be: the: puniſher 
of the Iniquities thereof, as well (as it's ſolely in my. pow- 
er.) to chaltiſe and correctfor thoſe fins, that are perpetra- = 
ted by the miniſtration of the Body... . Andaltkoughit-wes 
but a fa committed, and-continued in, byg,a-moment»:Fet 
how fucceſlively hath it expgtiated it ſelf # Howhath:it/in, 
creas'd, lingggbe date of your Fall ?- Since your firft Apoſta; 
CY,»..£Vatto this Great day, and general Judgment:?.. Far 
hath ik not raiſed your Wickedneſs to an higher! pitchs{renr 
dredyou werſr Devils) than you were in: that yery moment, 
whereigyzou;mere proud to think of nothing wore, thay at 
your being as Gods ? And albeit, that the ends: of puniſh- 
ing Criminals inthe other State, are ſuperſeded: ag uſeleſs 
in this, they expiring with the Oeconomy thereof :: , Yet 
thoſe Eternabones, ; of my faithfulneſs to wy Juſtice; ; are 
not Antiquated:they are now in their: greateſt Vigaur, 
and Force. © For by my Faithfulneſs to my Juſtice, it is; that 
rewards are | diffenfed ta thoſe who (by improving my 
Grace giyen:tothem) have defery*d them; and that: puniſh- 
mentsareinfliifedanthoſe, whoſe demerits- have;procured 
thews By my Faithfulnes to. my Fuſtice,; _itc'is.;-that theſe 
on my Tight hand; in their white Garments ; (Symbalical 
of theit-Picty: and Purity ) are Candidates for (what: they 
ball inmmacdiately be inveſted with ) Eternal: Glary.. + And 


_ kt is biy mybFaithfulne(s to my Juſtice, that ye: yaur ſelves, 


ad all-thoſe wretched and wicked Souls ( who have been 


.terapted.and: overcame by you) that ſtand. ca my iefit hand, 


have:now a fair and Legal hearing, before yeall be doond 


 publicklyto utter darkneſs, under thechains of which;ye 


hayebecn referwd ugtothis Great (but to ye and thermolſt 
Hs grievous 
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grievous) day?” "Andin 


' been too.thankful for, 'Forw 


"3X: 
return to thoſe 'thoſt_vhptatefal 
ones, which you have made to my Divine Majeſty, "for rx 
free and nndeſerv*d Communications of my Goodneſs; 
which gut of nothing, ' not only made you ſomerhing , but 
ral Ns to be Glorious Brings: Know 'ye , that 
if ye had yetbeen Entyyos in the Womb thereo z that 


: = only the vileſt Worm (in your :eſteem) the meaneſt 
of t 


he Creatures (their perfections being the- liveries of 
Goodneſs of my Majeſty)* would have been much better ; 
far more excellent, than you ; but alſo, ' you ' had''hever 
known nor enjoyed the perfections of a Life Spiritual; 
nor could have been ſharers in, ( as once you were) what's 


| my Heavenly largeſles; and of the Power, V'Viſdom, and 


- now the tranſports of your Fellow-Angels, the Joys of 


Heaven. | Nay, if but the Perfeftions of the moſt defpica- 
ble, and, by Tag Deſpiſed Creatures ,. had but, beer con- 
ferred 0n;you, it had been 2 Bag too big, for you to have 

ye were nothing,could ye 
deſerye any thing, how mean ſoever'? 'How liberat”- then, 
ſhould your Gratitude have been, in its moſt joyous return 
ob .molt thankfatacktowledgments, when you received the 
beſt and highs perſettions, that any Creatures were capa- 
ble.f.2..So th: 


tat, it was not your bemg brought ont of a ftate 
of nothing, aid your being inveſted and indued with the 
choiceſt and rareſt Excellencies, that made you miſerable, 
but .your abuſing of them, your perverting the ends for 
which they were given you, viz. Of Glorifying, and'of. 
Enjaying me for ever.But in lien thereof, you made me moſt 
diliogenions,and diſobliging rerorns,with ſypertitiousfopks, 
with elation of Spirit, for all thoſe good, and' molt- yatn- 
able things, which yon had receiv*d from me. ' And as to 
your,Complaint, for your not, being Created. immntable, 
and nachangable, in GoodneGG and Glory. it's moſt tm- 
reaſonable 2nd,unjuſt, peratant, . proud, and haighty one. 
So:unreaſonable, thar it bears nor the leaft ſhadbyy thereof, 
carriesnot-ſo much as the bare appearance of a reaſonable, 
or rational Conjettare for it. For what contd you deferve, 
whe you had no Beings * What Obſigations then cootd 
yauJay upon me, to give you the beft?? What Comblinefs, 


.or,Deſireableneſs was in you, when you had no form, to 
[allure me to love and affect you.? Whar could then be 


meri- 


> 
- 


ie. 00 of my Gopdne 
= 
that 


0 
th 
Or 


the: pureſt Ore digd outof. the: 
you were not. created wifhthe-mear 
beſt . and? »perfections of  Creat 


of Nothing, 


the nnreaſo is -of your Complaint is heightned 
by the unjuſtneſs of it. For what wrong could be done 
Jos when you had Right to nothing ? What coul@ 

be detain'd from you ,- when ye could not lay | claint, 

to, any thing ? Why then do you challetige Immutabilt- 

 _  _ ty, and Unchangeableneſs in Glory and Goodneſs 25 dic 
*peccability im- ynto you ? Which neither my Power could effe&t ; *'nor 


din the very my Bounty , or Goodneſs could beſtow : Neither,' were 


Notion of aCrea *: I 
rem Ag "he ye (as Creatures) capable to receive, as conſiſtent with the 


Schoolmen de- State, . which ye were created in. For, tho? I be the freeſt 
termine.” Thom. undetermin®d Agent (in the. world, ) both from com- 
Elias, _ pulſion and force; and from any Fatal neceflity, in all 
> 8. >. My Actions : Yet they are ſquared by the Eternal Rules of 
See the mſs Reaſon, and Equity ; by the Councels of mine'own Will, 
Learned Dean Eph. 1. 11. $0. that to have created you unchangeable in 
of St. Pan's Glory, and Goodneſs, I muſt have laid aſide-the An- 
*—_ SAT P- cientelt Models, and Plat-formes of Eternity, by which 

, you and all other Beings, were form'd and created : And 
muſt (have been put to the pains to) have erefted, and 
ſet pp new ones, according to your Dranghts, to your 
Forms, Modes, and Faſhions. And then I ſhould have'be- 
come changeable my ſelf, to have created you a: 


q And you'wiſer than your Maker. * How inju- 


Ives,” Tious then, and unjuſt? Nay, how deſtruftive * Shall the thing formed 
hen would this have been. to my Deity or God- /*y of it's Former, be had 

ww _— wr RR __ would the * Natures, **, *"4e/andirg. Iſa. 296 
ble, p and mutual reſpects of things have been? How + ge Crit evidenc' 

"own 4 then would the Glory of theſe my Attributes, be Ln nb = he 

this ? 3 of Juſtice, Mercy, and Faithfulneſs becon”d e- contrary of which is po- 

| the, © clipgd, buryed in darkneſs and obſcurity ? For /#iv*ly ſrrted. And al- 

{& of | then there could have been no Objects of Mercy; \ Gur» oat — 

Or, ©;z, Miſerable, and wretched Beings: which ſe of ey _ y i 

bus ? ' (like afflicted Vertne) could deſerve compaſſi- - 
be- | on, and pity. For then, they could not have faln 

le as into Calamity, and Miſery: What uſe would my Faithfulneſs 

Com- been of ? When nothing was to be perfornrd ; becauſe there 

For, would beno need of = thing to be promiſed ? And what an 

at of | imaginary thing, would my Juſtice have been ? When no A- 

hing, Y gents were to Act Voluntarily, in hopes of Reward ; nor 

Riche F could deviate from an EternalRectitude, and from the 

But - * #highelt reaſon of Acting ; and fo then, there*would have 

tned been no Fear of Puniſhments, which (to inflict) is the 

done executive | go of my Juſtice, and by conſequence, I my 

oalt ſelf, ſhould have been only left, with power neceſſitated 

Jain by, and with an uncounſelPd, and undirefted 

CFTR Goodneſs in the- producing, forming, and in creatin 

© doe | of Beings. And then theſe Heavens, on which you » Mundum fuiſe 

Fraps might have been veſted with (what moſt unjuſtly you © #75 4- 

ere complain you want) Immntability. How unjuſt and injuri- _ gh 

? the ous would this have been to my Divinity, and Deity ? ther Ancient 

eaſt | You might then have been, (what vainly, and moſt ambi- Philoſophers. 

org tiouſly ye affeted to be) Worſhipped and Adored for true 

n all Gods, ſo that my ſelf ſhould have been the moſt deſpi- 

es of cable and deſpiled, the moſt pitiful and unpitied Deity 

0 in the World. Burt if you urge, that your Fel- | | 

Jon low Angels are now confirn'd in Glory, with- * Huic Nature, que in tan- 
An out being inveſted with a Divinity. Know ye, - —— tear oft, ut 

hich ' that, That js but the due reward of my Re- } par ending 
And | munerative Juſtice, for their obedience to the bi/i bom, i. e- Summe 
od Eternal * Law of their Creation, which you Deo, beatitudinem conſe+ 

Wear (& higkly)-haye prevaricated from. And this f*”: Avg, de Civits 

V be adds to the vrjnſtneſs of your complaint: For + 2+ Cap: 1.p. 592. 

E were nor yc created in the fame State, endowed 
able; | - hs with 


= 


hes 


- 
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with the ſame perfeftions, guarded with the ſame Pow- 
er; counſelled, and direQed. by. the ſame Wiſdome, e- 
qual ſharers in the ſame meaſures of Grace, as well as 
they ? Might not ye then (if ye had been towardly, and 
duriful, as they were,) been eſtabliſyr in the moſt du- 
rable poſſeſſion of endleſs Felicity ? In an unchangeable- 
neſs, and Immutability in Good neſs and Glory ? And 
therefore, what better State (ſuiting the capacity .of your 
Natures,) could you have been created in, than you were ? 
If you had not faln from it by your demerits; -You 
might” have ben for ever Bleſt, for ever Happy. Again, 
what could have been more agreeable to .the Nature of 
Intelleftual Beings, (ſuch were yours) than to be created 
Free, and undetermined Agents in your Actions ; ating 
neceſſarily, or by neceſſity, taking away not only the glo- 
ry of an Action, but of its reward too ? Is it not much 
more Honorable (expreſſive of more-perfettion, ) to act 
with an Indifferency , er. freedom-/to + both; -than- to 
be necellitfted, (as,.the Flames which ſcorch you were,) 
to. one extream ? So that your Complaint being borh 
unreaſonable, and. unjuſt ; your urging of it 

* 7'orgueil efl une enflen- now (at this time) as a Plea, renders it a.pe- 
re & comme une extenſiom tylant, and -preſumpriye; * a_ proud and-haugh- 
immoderte de } Ames per 14 one; For if. you defſerv'd nothing, not the 
laquelle elle $eleve plus : omg 
Velle nie deit, &c. Mon- Meanelt perfections z why are.you diſlatisfhed 

ieur Chambre Cbarafers With, why ſo-complaining of, fuch ſublime, and 
desPafſhons.Part.4. p.9i. excellent- ones,: that were. given you ? This in- 
capacitates ; your. receiving- benefit from, what 

you fly to (as your laſt, and* beſt Sanuary) Compaſſion, 

and Pity. Which is only , and molt effeCtually moy?d, 

* Nec und ſede by Lowlineſs and Submilſiveneſs, not by” Loftineſs 
morantur Ma- and * Stoutneſs of Spirit. Tho? the ſenſe of your Miſery 
jeſtas &@ Amore doth (now at length prompt, nay force''yon, to ſuppli- 
cate (what_yee have deſpis'd, and hated) my Divine Ma- 

jeſty, for Compaſſion, and Mercy : yet your Sin, hath ſo 

clouded your comprehenſive underſtandings, that -you 

\  , _, , © groſſly miſtake, when you think , your ſelves 

* "Earwx £57 Av 715 £71 fit Objects thereof: For if, through misfortune 
I v8 ta > or ſome inevitable * miſtake, - you had falPn 
yeruy Ariſt. Rher.p. 665, Into (what you are now ingulph'd in, and for 
thele ioo0s of years, have howPd under) the 

EXlLrea- 
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extreameſt miſery : If that Error which clouds your un- 
derſtandings, which hath darkn2d and Eclipſed the Light 
of Glory , had been a ſurpriſal. If your Sin had flow*d 
from the [nfirmity of Nature : But yours being mighty in 
Power to have prevented ic; or, from its corruption , 
yours being uncorrupted. If there had b:en a Temprer to 
have inveigled, to have outwitced you : Or, a Devil to 
have debauch't yon: And if you had not becna endowed 
with Grace, and inveited with Power ſufficient to have 
reſifted the one, and with Wiſdom enough (you being 
under its. immediate Illuminations) to have deteatzd the 
Wiles, and {ly Infinuations of the other. lf this had been 
your caſe : So that you might have been rather deem?d 
more miſfortunate, than wretch:d. My Mercy (without 
being importun'd, beſcech'd, begg'd, and fupplicated for) 
would have been moit ready, with its yerning Bowels, 
wwh open Armes to have embrac'd you with everlaiting 
kindneis, even in the midſt of Miſery ; but the Sin, which 
hath caus'd this, did ſpring from your Parts, and Per- 
fections : And its pollucions, even from your purity. * It « y,,,,, tore 
was. a Sin moit dilhonorable to my Holy Name, in guamvis muta- 
prophaning of ir, molt deſtructive to my Image, ſtampt %ilis, anteguam 
on Rational Beings, (as well as on ſuch Intellectual ones Þ-%at Fog 64 
as yours) in defacing of it. Moſt diſdainful of my Deity, 4 ey pt 
in vyeing with it; and a molt abſolute hater thercof, in at. j; þ,c o/ ipſam 
tempting (tho? to no purpoſe) to have ſupplanted it of that Yclantatem Ma- 
Honor and worinip, of that Glory and Renown, which 2m. 4g. de 
was due unto it. And alk theſe were -committed, and © _ gs 
done wittingly, and willingly, moit wilfally and moſt _ SD 
deliberately , with mature choice, and conceiv*d delight, © ** 
and all perſilted in with the greateſt obſtinacy, which al- 
together excludes your receiving the leaſt beneic of my 
Mercy. For its only to the humble and contrite hearts, 
to broken and bleeding _-Spirits, that ir doth looke with 
an affettionate and compaſſionate Eye. 1/a. 66. 2, Whereas 
yours were never wounded, did never blced for that Sin, 
which caus'd your fall. 

For though ye have madea Confeſſion, yet it is but a 
general orice ſuch as rather is Courtly and Complemental, 
Formal and for Faſhions ſake; ſach, as rather ſhews how 
much the beſt of Creatures may d2generate from their 
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Primitive Purity, original Perfeftions, how much you 
have abuſed my Majeſty, provoked my Wrath, and moſt 
juſtly bave enraged my Fury againſt you, than: the truth 
and ſincerity of your Contrition, of your-hearty forrowing 
for your ſin, and the evil of your Imaginations. For 
though ye have howP'd theſe thouſands of years,under your 
Chains; yet, inſtance the day, the hour, the moment, 
wherein you were moſt ſenſibly afflifted for, wherein you 
did really- and cordially repent of, the evil of your Pride, 
and of your haughty Preſumption ; otherwiſe, fo many 
millions of wretched, of wicked Souls (that ſtand now on 
my left hand, miſerable Trophies of your . baneful Con- 
queſts) had not been hardned in their ſins, if ye, their 
Tempters, had been true Penitents for yours. So that by 
the ſtrifteſt and moſt impartial Scrutiny of my All-ſeeing, 
Eye; I cannot-find the leaſt creek, the ſmalleſt crany hole, 
or place in your Plea, to admit into it_ the» leaſt drop 8f 
Mercy, for.your Refreſhment; or elſe the remains of that 
cfſential {s (which ſticks to you) ſhould have ſav'd 
ou 


, My faithfulneſs to my Mercy, and forwardneſs to- 

ſhewn it, ſhould have appeard, as Illuſtrious in the © 
granting of it, as my Faithfulneſs to my Juſtice doth' now 
_—_— this Glorious Aſſembly) in denying (and 
this juſtly) to grant it to you, and in paſling on you 
this final, dreadful (but moſt Righteous) Sentence, of an 
EternalSeparation from my moſt glorious preſence, with 
—_ from me, ye Fiends and Devils (loaden with all: the- 

iſquieting and diſtrafting Terrors and Horrors, that 
may ſuit with the diſmalleſt parts of Hell) #0 everlaſting 
burnings, prepared for you | the beginning of your Fall, 
St. Matth. 25. 41. Thus Holy, Juſt, and Glorious, will 
the Righteous Judge of all the World appear, and ap- 
prove himſelf to be, in the Final, and. Eternal Condem- 
nation of the fallen Angels, and of all ungodly Wretches, 
who know not God but if they do, they do not glorify 
him as ſuch, nor obey che Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
2 Theſſ..1. 8. But ſince the bare Speculation of the beſt of 
Beings prove often fruitleſs, and barren of Piety and Hoe-' 
liceſs, if not brought down to Practice, to influence our 
Lives, (the living up to their Light was the Glory * of 


vimus, Minytive, ONE Primitive Chriſtians, and the unqueſtionable Evidence 
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of the Grace of God,. which was given to them.) Herein, 
conſiſts the Chriſtians trueſt Wiſdom, as Fob declares, viz. 


20 depart from evil,that is underſtanding,Job, 28. ult, For which- 


it was, that Socrates was eſteemed , and declared to be (e- 
ven by the Devils Oracles) the wiſeſt Man on the Earth. 
And fince all Scripture was given, was written, as well 
for the reforming of our Hearts, as for the informing and 
enlightning of our Heads, as St. Paw! aſſerts, 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
And ſince this of our Apoſtle, in the Text, propoſeth, for 
our learning, the fall of Angels, as a fair warning to pre- 
vent our falling under the ſame condemnation with-them in 


the Judgment to come. From whence alſo we may learn - 


theſe profitable” Leſſons or Inſtruftions; let us attend and 
give eara little to them. | 


I. Learn we the Inability of the beſt of Creatures 


Self-ſufficiency, to ſecure its ſtanding either in Grace, or 
Glory, without a Divine ſupport and ſupply. For Muta- 
bility being interwoven, (as it hath been declared) * in the 
very Natures and Eſſences of created Beings, there is as ne- 
cellarily required a ſupernatural Influence, divine con- 


courſe, a continued ſupply and ſupport for their perſe-_ 


vering both in Grace and Glory, as well as for the ſuppor- 
ting of thenr in their Beings z which muſt be ever (without. 


Intermiſſion,) bubbling forth from the Eternal Spring, - 


or Fountain thereof, viz. God in. whom we Live, 
Move, 2nd have our Beings, As. 37. 28. otherwiſe the 
Creatures might be Independent Beings in their Opera: 
tions; even whilſt they are Dependent ones for their Ex- 
iftences. And then 1&4 Grace z and the Zwj atwyin, Eter- 
nal Life, could not be the = quefopam 3. e. Gifts of God, 
as St. Paut aſſerts them.to be, &K9m1, 6, 23, Neither could 
there be a DefeCtibility, a falling from Grace; or, an 


Irreſiſtibility,. a reſiſting of it, which the Apoſtle (as L 


take it) calls the Quenching of the-Spirit, 1 The. 5. 19. 


(Rare w own.) It not working irreſiitibly in us ; by: 
Conſtraint, and Force, and againſt our Wills, (as _ It. 


were) carrying us to Heaven, as is evident it did. not 
in thoſe, who, after they were inlightened 357 it, fell 
from it; Heb. 6; 6. At leaſt (as the Apoſtle ſuppoſcth in 
this place of Scripture) they might{[have fallen, as 1s e- 
vident St. Peter aftually; did, when, he. deny*d” his Sa- 


VIOUr. . 
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viour. And that its workings. were reſiſtible in St: 


* See Dr. Altliction, which the Devil had Power_to inflict) * was 
Hammonds ſent to. Buffet him, leſt he ſhould be exalted (in his own 
Arnot. ad Lo-Imaginations) (for his Spiritual attainments) above mea- 
cum. ſure 3 which his being ſupply'd with Grace from God's 

Holy Spirit did prevent, My Grace #s ſufficient for thee. 
2 Cor. 12.7, 9, v. Which Evidenceth this great Apo- 
ſtle's inſufficiency, of himſelf,, to ſecure his ſtandin 


and Gracious Excellencies, with which he was endow?d. 
But further, if there were a ſelf-ſufficiency to ſecure 
our ſtanding, either in Grace or Glory: Grace-could 
not. be propoſed as the means ; whereby we are enabled 
to Work out our Salvation, nor Glory, as the Reward for 
- ſuch Working ? For ſelf-ſufficiency would exclude that 
as uſeleſs, and this from being receiv*d as.a Reward, but 


which (if true) would overthrow the clear Revelations of 
God's Will; of the Method and Manner of God's dea- 
ling with us in order to Happineſs ; it would deſtroy the 
Doctrine of-Gods Free-Grace, of that Grace, which not 
only hath appear'd to Teach, bur to Enable us, to deny 
all Ungodlineſs, Ti. 2. 11, 12, v. So neceſlary is a con- 
tinued and conſtant ſupply from above, to ſtrengthen our 
ſtanding in Grace here, and in Glory hereafter. By this 
it is, that the Angels which were Obedient, (who im- 
prov*d that Grace which God had b-itowed upon them to 
a rightend, viz. That for which it was given them) are 
confirn?d in Glory : From which the Duobedient Spirits, 
(by perverting the End thereof); by deſp:fing and abujing 
the Communications of Divine Grace, which otherwiſe 
might have been as ſufficient for them, (as ic was ſor thoſe 
that ſtood) are faljen 5 how highly then, doth it concern 
the beſt of Chriſtians, to take ſpeciat notice of the Apo- 
ſtles caution - Ler him that ſtands, take heed leſt be falls, 
1 Cor. 10. 12. And thus the rather in that the State,in which 
we ſtand, is a State of [mperfeCtion, whereas that (in 
Which the Angels fell, ) was an abſolute and compleat one, 
and alſo that our Attainments (how high ſoever) fall ex- 
ceedingly ſhorter of thoſe, with which theſe Apoſtates Spirits 
were 
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Paul, appears from a Meſſenger of Sathan, (ſome ſharp 


(in a ſtate of Lowlineſs and of Humility,) under ſuch great 


rather to bechalleng'd as a Debt due, and deſerved by us, 


| ( I% \! 
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were once-inveſted. Beſides , we have ſtrong natural --© 
ruptions Yer dre were freed from) to #45 UP, an 
cunning, powerful, mighty Tempta;x*: 
nw at oſt By __ gr $611 1s; put. forth, made 
uſe of, to give-.»s the. Ort, to overthrow us : add we, 
that we »-< £00 apt to fancy our Standing firm , even 
whz2T we ſtand bur on {ſlippery places : - To be as confi- 
dent on our own ſtrength, as St. Peter was of his, when 
with the boldneſs: of the greateſt Champion, he declares 
he would dye for (tho? all the. other Diſciples ſhould for- 
ſake) Chrift- O vain Confidence in human Frailty ! we 
know, he was the forwardeſt to deny him. St. Xath. 26. 
33, 69. How ſhould theſe conſiderations therefore excite 
our watchfulneſs; rouze our wearineſs ; awaken our 
fears; and quicken our diligence, to make our Calling, and 
Eleftiom ſure, as the Apoſtle exhorts. 2 St. Perer. 1. 
10. 4. e. effettual and advantageous,to keep us fix*d, and 
unſhaken in our profeſſion of the Faith without wavering ? 
and to. be conſtant in the Praftice of the Duties of: Ho- 
lines, and of Piety ? How conſtantly daily, zealouſly, and 
earneſtly ſhould we (with Holy David) pray, that our 
Steps may be ſo' dire&t:d by Gods Holy Word and Holy 
Spirit. P/al. 119. 132. That Sin may not have domimon over 
#5? That we lapſe not into ſuch a looſeneſs of Living, 
ſuch diſlolateneſs of Life, as may highly refleft on our 
profeſſion. as Chriſtians, as may ſo highly grieve that Ho- 
Iy Spirit, which ſhould ſanCtifie, and cleanſe. us from all 
uncleanneſs, that -it may juſtly cauſe the Holy Spirit to 
withdraw its ſuccours, by which we are only. enabled to 
ſtand faſt in the Faith. And tho? it be God, that worketh 
in us to Will and to Do or Att, and this of his good Plea- 
ſure,..of bis free, and undeſerv*d Love, yet let: not us 
therefore þbe ſupine and idle , negligent and fſlothfull in 
not doing our _ whats in our Power, viz. To give all 
diligence, to work out our Salvation with fear and trembling. 
The Angels lighting the Grace given, not improving it 
to the Glory, and Honor of the Author and giver of it, 
(as the others did) this became the cauſe of their Fall : 
O then, how ſhould their Fall become a fare warning to 
us, not to deſpiſe what Grace is given us, by abuſing ir ; 
nor to boaſt, glory, in and to be proud, (as the fal'n _ 
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, ſhould miniſter to ns ſuch provident care- 

5 Bk. ence and wiſdome, as to ſhun thoſe 
which their Works 

Refin*d and Spiritua 


thereof, to overvalue them, nay, our doing 10 %. che on- 
ly way to be depriv*d of receiving any comfort; or ve. 
nefit (as: theſs Apoſtate Spirits were, for being proud 
of theirs by them. Since God reſiſteth the Proud, but giveth 
Grave tot wmble : As in St, Fam. 4. 6. it's declar*d. For 


ain, X 

wn Y It's not the Dignity of Nature, the priviledge 
of Birth, or the perfeftions, and prerogative of parts; 
that can excuſe the perverting of, and abuſing, of theſe , 
by onr being proud thereof, that can plead our Immuni- 
ties from puniſhments due therefore - No, rather theſe 
will encreaſe our Pains and Sufferings under "them. . For 
the more excellent that our Nature is, and the more honv- 
rable that our Birth, or to what we are allyed, are,the more 


ay . conſpicuous will our crimes be. Degeneracy from Anceſtrial 
—_ vertue becomes moſt blemiſhing ; a ſpat in the faireſt 


to qui peccat 
Major habetur. 
Taven. | 


Face-appears the fouleſt z darkneſs in the. Sun, the diſmal- 


leſt ; and pollutions flowing from the greateſt Parts, from 
the greateſt Purity , (as theſe of the Angels did) moſt 


defiling, And to be proud of our Spiritual endowments 
and Attainments, moſt provoking of Wrath and Fury : 
Which no parts, privil ges or perfeftions can prevent 
the kindlings, nor the ſcorchings of. Not to mention 
Cains, and Eſas prerogatives of Birth ; that of Cair's 
could not divert juſtice, from inflifting a ſevere (bur 
juſtly deſerv*d) puniſhment on him, for his horrid par- 
ricide, in killing/his Brother Abel. A puniſhment as hateful, 
as his Crime was hainous, for it rendred his very being 
a burden to him; as his awakned Guilty Conſcience de- 
clares. Gen, 4. 13. My puniſhment is greater than I am able 
ro bear. Nor to infiſt on Eſaw*s miſcarrying of his Bleſling, 
for his prophaneneſs; nor, to enlarge on tbe Miſeries 
into which Solomor, (to whom God had' given Iargeneſs 
of underſtanding) did fall, for his being enamour®'d with 


ſtrapge Faces z enſvar'd by ſtrange Women; for com- 


mitting 


of what we have recein'd, of what's but lent us. 
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-mitting/ Fornication under' every green Tree, by his un- 


len. Angels. may be a ſuſſicient inſtance for all: As for 
-preeminency of Birth; they were the firſt born of the cre- 


- ation : For Dignity and excellency of Nature they were 


the moſt exalted amongſt - the Creatures. And for per- 
fections ; no Creatures (of another. Order could vye with 
'them-) Yet when they deviated from the Eternal recti- 
tude; erred from the firſt, ſelf-originated Truth ; and 
tranſgreſſed the Original Laws of their Creation : Inſtead 
of being exempted from Puniſhment, (on the account of 
their parts, and ſuperexcellencies) th:ir ſmart hecame 
more exaſperated; their flames more intenſe; and the dark- 
neſs more dreadful, that doth afflict them. For ſins com- 
mitted by ſuch Illuſtrious, and Eminent Beings, as they 
were, are commonly not Piccadilloes, but of the largeſt 
Size, and greateſt Magnitude. They could not be un- 
grateful, but it muſt be in the Superlative degree : Nor 
'Rebellious, but in the vileſt Manner : No wonder then, 
that Clemency doth not abate of the Intenſeneſs and Ex- 
uiſiteneſs of the puniſhment z or, that Mercy doth- not 
Low the leaſt compaſſion, or pity to theſe faln Angels. 


.For the Juſtice of God, (who is argorowmioms ARe 10, 


34. No Reſpetter of Perſons in Judgment) could not be 
awd by their greatneſs into a Servile compliance; nor 


' could their honorableneſs : court it into'a baſe conni- 


vance,, nor could their ſurpaſſing perfections procure 
them pardon, and forgiveneſs. Neither had they any Gifts 
that could pervert or blind its Allſeeing Eye. For their 
All, their Nature and eſlences, their exiſtences and un- 
paralell'd Endowments, they derived from, and borrow'd 
of him. Neither, could God ſtand in.need of any: thin 
that was'theirs, whoſe is the Earth, and the fulneſs thereof. P/. 
24-And who is a ſelf-ſufficient Being, Infinitely ſatisfied by 
the ſole enjoyment of himſelf, being God bleſſed for ever. 
So vain a thing it is, to plead perfections, parts, and pri- 
viledges (as theſe Angels, (as hath been declared above) 
did, to palliate Sin, and as the formal worſhippers of 
God will do at the laſt day, ſaying, we have propheſied-5n 
thy Name ; in thy Name me haue caſt out Devils : In __ 
* 0 & Gr - (6) 


cleanneſs rendring'no * Oak Royal ; and by his becoming * Prate#.d and 

a ſervile, and ſenfual worſhipper of vain Idols. Theſe fal- avon by Gods 
pentiar pre- 

ſerce, and pro- 
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of judgment from paſling on, and againſt them, in the judg- 
ment to come. But, | [5 $28 BOLT * 
Thirdly, Learn, what miſchief ſpiritual pride hath done 
in the world. It was the firſt plague that broke out therein, 
which immediately kilPd -all thoſe it broke out on; and 
hath hazarded the Health, and Happineſs of all thoſe 
that have been _Infefted with it: And few there are, that 
eſcape its infections; for it's become almoſt connatural 
to corrupt Nature ; and its darling, Self-love, the wiſe 
man tells us, that it may be found very early with us. 
That Folly (what greater inſtance hereof, than pride ?:) 
is bound up in the Heart (whoſe very Sobbs, after a_ 
ſharp, but due correction, implies its ſtoutneſs, as well 
as f{tubbornneſs) of a Child. Indeed its of a very ſe- 
cret, and ſpreading Nature : Its very looks are taking, 
its breathings catching, yet in this, it differs from a plague- 
For thoſe (as it's commonly obſery?d that are infected with 
this,) delight, that others be in the ſame condition with 
themſelves. But pride hates to ſee a proud Perſon, deſpi- 
{ſeth to ſee its Like; not that it hates the Sin, but to 
think that it ſhould be rivalPd in it. Now of all kinds of 
Pride ; what's ſpiritual (ſuch as ſprings from our Gifts, 
Graces, and inward Endowments; ) 1s the vaineſt: That 
which hath been ſignalized by the ſaddeſt, and moſt re- 
markable Judgments : Yet it hath been ſo bewitching, 
that few, even of Good and Excellent men, have eſcap'd 
the power of its Charms; to which they ſhould have 
turn'd the deaf Ear, in that.there is not the leaſt reaſon, 
why. they ſhould liſten to:them :: For, to: ſwell and to. be 
puft ep with our ſpiritual attainments, hath nothing to 
ground on, to boaſt of. or to glory in, as its own. Whereas 
that Pride, which flows from our 'Temporals, as Dignities, 
Riches, Honours, and Power, &c. ſeems to have ſome- 
thing of their own, to bottom on, for by Pains, Labour 
aud Induſtry, we may become Kich; acquire an Eſtate ; 
by Study, Induſtry, and an unwearied > ge may 
 Hmprove our natural and acquir*d perfections, 'and ſo 
be promoted to Honours, and Dignity, which (like a flow- 
ing Tide) commonly ſwells us. with high Thoughts, 
towring Imaginations, the faſter they come in upon us, 
And this the rather, in that there is ſomething, we _ 
, chal- 


| (43 ) 
challenge as our own, viz. Pains, and Labour; Study, 
and Induſtry: And ſo have (as it were) whereof to 
boaſt, wherein to glory. But now the Gifts and Graces 
of God , our Intellectual and ſpiritual Attainmen ts 
are things altogether forreign to us, not in our pow- 
er to procure, to deſerve by our b:it performances ; 
being the Gifts of God, and fo are Free. Such things 
as we recetve from. his boundleſs Bounty, and Libera- 
lity, why then ſhould we b:come high-minded, for what 
we have but received, as St. Par deſcribes the vanity of 
this Spiritual Pride, 1 Cor. 4. 7. It's certainly the pro- 
duct of an Aery Imagination, not of a Solid Judgment, 
to ſwell with high conceits, of what altogether belongs 
to God, (originally) as his Gifts and Graces do, to be. 
come proud of what we ſhould be moſt thankful for, 
and moſt humbled under, for the free and undeſery?d 
communications of his heart and affeftions, of the choice 
and peculiar diſtributions of his Holy Spirit, to us; But: 
pride perverts, and deſtroys both the ſenſe of Gratitude, 
and that of Humility within us-. And often, introdu- 
ceth a forgerfulneſs of the Author and Giver of our beſt 
things , Spiritual and Temporal, even of God himſelf: 
For which we find it ſignalized, by notorious Judgments 
that have been inflicted on Perſons for it. Thoſe early 
Schiſmaticks (in all ages, pride hath appeared on the 
foreheads of ſuch, as the brazen'd parent of Schiſm and 
Hereſie, and as it did of theirs,) I mean, Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram, that Rebellious Crew; for which they were 
moſt miſerably deſtroyed, in a moſt ſtrange, and wonder- 
ful manner, as Moſes foretold, Number 16, 29. So it be- 
fell them, viz. The Earth opened her mouth -and ſwal- 
lowed them up all alive. v. 32. It was for Pride, that that 
great Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar, was not only de- 
pos'd from his Throne, develted of his Crown and dig- 
nity, amongſt men ; but alſo that Reaſon was dethron'd 
of Rule and Empire within him, when he was driven 
out to Herd with Beaſts, to eat Hay like an Ox (that hath 
no underſtanding) Daz. 4* 32. What a loathſom ſpect- 
acle did Herod become even to his Immeciare admirers, 
(whoſe flattering, and falſe acclamations, /r*s the Yarce of 4 
God, and not of a Man, Atts, = 22, {welPd him beyond 
| | 2 him- 
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himſelf, hightned his Pride to ſuch a pitch, as that was, 
which caus'd the Angels Fall,) in aſſuming to himſelf -the 
praiſes, that were due. to God, even then, his body be- 
came a crawling Sepulchre to his Soul : Worms fed and 
feaſted on his Body viſibly, when he was Seated in the 
Hluſtriouſneſs of. his Majeſty, on his Throne, whiPſt more 
diſmal ones might be preying on his Soul inwardly. How 
deſpicable and deſpiſed, may Pride render even. the moſt 
Glorious Majeſty! And it was Pride (as hath been de- 
clar'd at large) that caſt theſe Angels down from Hea- 
ven to Hell. But its not to be wondred at; that this Sin 
ſhould be branded with the hotteſt Wrath, blackeſft 
| Judgments, fince it's a fin moſt hateful to God and Chriſt, 
® Chriſt Evi- 28 it's a Companion of Hypocriſy, as on another * occaſion 
c-co-bakgy be t9e jt hath been inſiſted on more fully. Yet how eaſily doth 
» Þ- 37». > , . 
it ſteal upon us; inſinuate 1t felf unto us, becoms: (at 
laſthour Confident, and Familiar. Nay, excellent perſons 
have almoſt been deluded by it z had the Honour, and 
Grace of their Humility endanger'd with it.. Elſe, what 
means Zebedees Sons ambitiouſly aftecting the higheſt dig- 
nity , iz, The being plac'd, at Chrifts Right, and Left 
hand in the Kingdom of Glory? St. Math. 20.21. Or 
what means a Adefſenger of -Sathans. being ſent to buffet 
St. Paul, a Thorne in the fleſh, to prick him, leſt he might 
be exalted above mcaſure, through the Abundance of the 
Kevelations, that were, given to him, as himſelf declares. 
2 Cor. 12, 7. What elſe did 'the language of Many pre- 
tenders in the late times to Saintſhip , ſpeak, when one 
might have heard them commonly talk at large, of the 
Liberties and Priviledges of Chriſtians ; of the Greatneſs 
of- their ſpiritual attainments, of the Indwellings of the 
Spirit; and of its extraordinary Enlightnings. Nay, of ſome 
of the gifted brethrens arriving at that pitch of Perfe- 
Etion, thati;have been told by ſome of the Congrega- 
tional way, that they knew one of the Brotherhood, whoſe 
Huminations muſt farr exceed thoſe which St. Paul re- 
eciv'd in his Heavenly rapture ; wherein he had ſuch 
ſtrong, and mighty vigorous Impulſes from the Holy Spi- 
rit ” upon his Mind and Imagination , that he was only 
fenfible of the Reality of them; but did not diſtinctly 
perceive the manner of their being communicated to him, 
his 


his pruags appre 3, e.-in effable, or words that could -not be 
utter?d; declares no leſs, but thoſe of this Enthuſialtick Bro- 
thers were ſuch-raisd, , and yet ſuch diſplay?d, enes_ on his 
Spirit, that he could diſtin&tly See, Know, and Diſcern 
the Operations and inward Workings of God the Father, 
from thoſe of God the Son, and thoſe of God the Son, 
from thofe of God the Holy Ghoſt; an unparrellePd 
attainment, and Perfection in this State, a moſt Divine (or 
elſe a moſt ſtrongly deluded) Critick. , For as opera Trinj- 
tatis ad extra ſunt inajviſa, i.e. the External outward Q- 
perations of the Bleſſed Trinity are Undivided, being 
(like their Perſons) united in oneneſs, ſo their inward 
Workings upon our Souls, tho? diſtinct in themſelves, yet 
are imperceptible to us, cannot (if we would be ſo un- 
warrantably curious,and inquilitive in our Reſearches there- 
of) be known by us, as St. Paxl declares, 1. Cor. 2. 11. 
None knows the things of Gods, eſpecially ſuch ſecret, 
inward Operations of his Holy Spirit, 6 the Spirit of God, 
Nay our Saviour*s(Truth ir ſelf) reply to Nicodemus doth 
clear the point,put it out of all doubr, viz. The wind bloweth 
where it liſteth,and thou heareſ# the ſound thereof, butcaw Ft not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth So 1s every one that 1s 
born of the Spirit,St. John. 3. 8. Thus eaſily (through Pride) 
we may have our Credulity abuſed,our Faith impogs'd on,and 
be prevaiPd with toembrace falſe Viſions for true Revela- 
tions, the Illuſions of Sathan for the Enlightnings of the 
Holy Spirit : And its but juſt, ir ſhould be thus with us, 
that we ſhould be given over to believe Lyes, when. we be- 
come vain glorious of (what we ſhould. be moſt ſenſibly 
debaſed under) the Gifts, Graces, and Superexcellent 
Endowments of the Holy Spirit ; for which it was, that 
theſe Angels (with the moſt exemplary Juſtice) were 
baniſtyd from the Kingdom-of Glory: For God is not 
as Man, to be biaſs'd and brib'd in Judgment, with the 
Prerogatives, Priviledges, Parts and PerfeCtions of the 
beſt of his Creatures, which'bcings me to the 

Fourth, Leſſon tobe Learnt from the Text, viz. the 
ſharpneſs, and ſtriftneſs of Divine Juſtice to puniſh for 
Sin, ſach as do not heartily repent thereof. God declares 
by his Prophet, the Soul » that. ſinneth it ſhall, dy,  Extks 
18. 4. Which the Fext confirms, if God ſpared not the _- 
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els, (Beings of 'the higheſt Dignity) that” ſinned, (yea 
ll into the greateſt 'Degeneracy)” for. which "they were 
caſt intq Hell : Nay, bow ſeverely (yet moſt impartially) 
did he puriiſh' his own, (and He) his only Son, when he 
became Voluntarily Mans ſurety,” a Pledge for Transgreſſi- 
ons, when the 1niquities of us all were laid upon him? 
How did the Loads thereof ſink him down to the very Brink 
of Hell, 'when the Pains of it cavght hold of him? How 
ſcorching were the Burnings of his Fathers Wrath againſt 
him; when he, who hath the moſt enamouring, endearing 
Countenance, when he, whois altogether Lovely, had no. 
Form, no Comelineſs in him ? How did Hcavineſs ſeize his 
Soul, ſadneſs damp his Spirits? How did inward Grief 
and Trouble perplex his Mind ? When, for fin, he became 
the Man of Sorrows, acquainted with Grief, uupityed by 
any ; as the Prophets Deſcription agrees with his Predicti- 
onof him *,) when he was Defpiſed, we eſteemed him not, 
V. 3. Nay, when'he was Stricken, and Smitten of God : 
How was he then Aﬀited, when the whole Burden of his 
Fathers Wrath, (for the Sins of the World,) had almoſt 
ſunk him intoa Deſpondency (under the 'fenſe of a Spiri- 
tual deſertion) which his Paſſion expiring, dying 
Words (on the Croſs) declares, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me ? St, Matth, 27. 46. Which, who can read 
with dry Eyes / Or think of without Relenting Hearts, 
or be as unconcerr'd as that Barbarous Souldier was ; whoſe 
Bloody Mercileſs Spear pierc'd his moſt Pretious Side, and 
tho? we were not Perſonally preſent at his Crucifiction, nor 
can we, (as the Devout Matrons did ;) ſce him Bleeding 
-on the Croſs, and NaiPd toit, (which could not but molt 
Senſibly afflict their Eyes, and affe&t their Hearts ; their 
ſtanding (by his Croſs) weeping declares no. leſs, yet our 
ſins, were as actually concern?d, as theirs were - For he was 
wonnded for our Trangreſſions, 1. 5. 3, 4. Hangd and offer*d 
up as a Sacrifice to Juſtice) for the Sins of his People. Can- 
not we then ' be as feelingly affected z as deeply Touched, 
(tho we ſee him” but in . effigie, repreſentation only } as 
they. were, when they Mourn'd, Wept, and Lamented 
for him'?. Have we laid aſide that Nature, which he took, 
in whichhe was moſt aſfliftingly (yer even then moſt affe- 


F* 


Qtionately) taken with our Infirmities ? Cannot: we Sym- 
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ferings)) our ſins? Have. we no Compaſſion” left for his 
Innocency, as to pity it ? Nor ſorrowful apprehenſions of 
the ſeverity, and {triQneſs of that Juſtice, (under which it 
ſuffer?d) as not to-dread it? Are our-Bowels ſocharden'd, 
- that we can'have ns Yernings for him,. who was-in Bitter- 
neſg of Soul for us ? Or ' doth our ' Faith-and Belief fall 
ſhort of that of Devils, that;the apprehenfions: of the ex- 
aCteſt Juſtice, (in not ſparing the innocent, )- and of the 
dreadfulneſs (to guilty Souls ) of the Judgment to come, 
cannot cauſe us, (as it makes them) Quake-:and Tremble, 
St. Fam. 2, 19. Or, are we fo ſear*d by atcuſtom in finning, 
and fo ſenſeleſs of the Evilof our dotngs,” that we cannot 
or will not apply Chriſt dying Exhortations (to the lamen- 
| ting Matrons about his Croſs) ? Weep not for me, for 
my Sufferings' hath ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, but weep for 
your ſelves, for your own fins, which did ſo incenſs my 
Fathers Wrarh againſt me, that nothing but my Innocency, 
Suffering conld Atoae it, could appeaſe it. Ought not we 
then to bemoan our ſelves in Duſt and Aſhes, to Weep 
perpetually, to be in bitterneſs of. Soul for our Iniquities ? 
For we cannot plead(as our Saviour) Innocency;nor.as theſe 
Angels did, but the: Commiſſion of one- proud ſinful 
Thought, to prevent /our: being" Everlaſtingly Miſerable. 
Alas ! we are to Reckon for thouſands of (ins, weare to ac- 
count for all our Atheiſtical, Irreligious, UnſanCified, 
and Ungodly Thoughts ; for all: the Uncleanneſs, For- 
'-nications, Adulteries, and Inceft:; For all the Rancour, 
Hatred, - Malice, Man-Slaughter, . and Murders .of the 
' Heart, for whatſoever Wickednefs hath been form'd in: it, 
| proceeded from it, St. Matth. 15. 19. For all the Blaſphe. 
mies, Perjuries, Horrid Oaths, Helliſh Deſtructions, ſcur-: 
rilous Reflections, virulent Reproaches,  that'-have been 
+ belthed: againſt God and Goodnefſs,- Piety .and:Holineb, 
and againſt the Harmleſs and Innocent; 'the '/Upright and 
fincere Chriſtians, by the Tongue, when it hdth beer ſer or 
fire of Hell, St. Fam. 3. 6. For we mult reckon-for every Idle 
Word, St. Hatth. 12. 36. How deepthen will theScore: be 
for Dammees! ' And alſo for alF/our  Ungodly;” Wicked, 
and Heatheniſh Attions, for-our Sins of - Omiſſion;: forhot 
dving what we ſhould "have | done,/ifor. our —_— 
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; and\Happineſs being Wreck'd, we may be (if, but 10 
: about us, look before us): better able to ſhun that-Rock of 
Pride which cauſed. /it,. and Keure our Gandipg firm in 


Terrible: Day of the Lord (at the Judgment to come :)And 
it may. be, that moſt of theſe have been Committed weekly, 
daily, nay hourly by us,” with delight} and pleaſure, and 
this for many years together, nay. it may beeven from our 


Youths up, to this very day, they are yet Unrepented of. 


If fo, with what aking Hearts, perplexed Minds, bro- 
ken and bleeding Spirits, may we readand hear of the Fall 


of Angels, (of the Severity, Impartiality, and Striftneſs 


of the Juſtice'sf God in their Puniſhment) who, tho? they 
comrnitted but One ſinful Thought, and, that-being. unre- 
pented off, were caſt down from Heaven to Hell, ſo that, 
do we think then to Eſcape for Thouſands ? If God ſpared . 
not them, being much more excellent than us,do we think he 
will ſpare: us, 'be Merciful tous ? If yet, (as well, apBiry) 
we be found Impenitents, ſuch as have not Repented of the 
Evil of onr Doings. O no, final Impe nitency will-moſt cer- 


.tainly become our, (as well as it became their) Everlaſting 


inc, andendleſs Miſery. So that from the Devils Feli 
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1p Grace here, (that we may be confirmd in Glory hereaf- 
s | ter)by bottoming on the ſafeſt and ſureſt Ground, viz, 
- Humility, which is the | 

ig Fifth, And laſt Leſſon to be learnt fromthe 'Fall of 
x ' Angels. And now, Judicious and Chriſtian Reader, Mre 
'S the Originalandfirſt fin(that ever was committed in4&/v 
W World,) the Hainouſneis of. its Nature, the Direfulne8 
2 and deſtructiveneſs of it's Effetts, the ſharpneſs of the Pu- 
'* niſhment (moſt juſtly) inflited for it, the Honour of Di- 


vine Goodneſs in the permitting of it vindicated, with ſome - 
i Practical Inferences deducted from it, have been fet before 
thee, diſplayed to thee z that thy Pains in the Reading, 


* | and the Authors in Compoſing theſe great and Weighty 
_ | things, may not be altogether loſt, become unprofitable to 
yy ' both, by.a bare Speculation and light Confideration of 
<l them ; but-that the Miſery of the worſt of ' Beings (theſe A- 
0 poſtate "—_ Fiends, and Devils) may Miniſter to the ſe- 
id curing of 0 r ſtanding in Grace in this World, to the Glory 
iq of God, andto our being confirm'd (with the bleſſed An- 
| . gels)inall goodneſs in the World to come. To render 
Js what hath beea ſaid, and is now preſs'd, more effeCtual, let 
a8 us liſten to'what God hath ſhew'n us, what he hath directed 
f us toby his Prophet, *' and to what, he requires of us in 
order to the arora our falling under the ſame Con- 
11 -demnation, (with theſe Wicked Spirits) viz, To do juſtly, * wich. s. 3. 
ſk not. to aſſume to our ſelves (as the fallen Angels did) what, 
a of right doth not belong to us, the Honour and V Vor- 
a ſhip,, which/is-Gods peculiar, due only to him alone 3 To 
+ love Afrcy. either by ſhewing Pity -and Compallion 
4 to. thoſe that . need it, that are fit objects thereof, or 
oi by an hearty and ſincere Application for it to our ſelves ; 
) that out of a due ſenſe of the Necellity, of our being 
we fitly.qualiged for the obtaining, and for. the ' receiy ing of 
"z it, we may-walk humbly with our God, Humility being 
the only -Antidote to Pride and Haughtineſs of Spirit, 
S it-cures what the other would kill, procures to us. what 
T2 Pride baniſheth from us, Grace and Goodneſs ; for Humili- 
of ty, . makes us fet: a true cſtimate' and value on. what we 
"oh receive, becon's thankful for good things; qualifies us for 
-_ receiving better, Xe gives theGrace #0 the humble, 'as. the 


Apoſtle affirms, St. Favs. 3. 6. __ gives us great complacen- 
s Le an : Cy, 
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ey and ſatisfaCtion, in what we enjoy, as the beſt, and 
to learn (as. St. Paul teacheth, Phil 4. 11.) Therewith to 
be content. For which, it becomes the Beanty, as well as 
Grace- of: > That, with which God” the Father 
becomes / altefted::' :To this: man will 1 look, (with a 
yoruar favourable Aſpect and Reſpeft) viz. ro the 
bumble and. contrite- one. Iſa. 66. 2. That, with which 
God the Son is delighted, and becomes the comtlineſs 
thereof, and-(as- he deſcribes himſelf to be) the Glory 
fit; :1, am. the Roſe of | Sharon', the Lilly of the Valleys. 
5,6... of Humble, Souls: Cantic. 2. 1. And 'no wonder-that 
both theſe. bleſſed Perſons, ſhould be ſo enamouwr®d- with it; 
"ſince. it%s the ſingular Gift, and peculiar Grace of the 
_ Third perſon of the ever bleſſed Trinity in Unity, v:z. 
- of the. holy Spirit z Humility being that ' garment, with 
which the Holy, Ghoſt adorneth thoſe it SanCtifieth, with 
which it. covereth, what- might otherwiſe expoſe their. 
Thame and nakedneſs, Spiritual pride. And therefore our 
Apoltle -exhorteth. all' Chriſtians to be clothed with zt , 
i..St.. Pet. 5.5. In ſhort, Humility: layeth' the deepeſt and 
loweſt, the firmeſt and ſolideſt Foundation; bottoming on 
Chriſt, who was. moſt Exemplary for. it,” who invites and 
_ calls on all:true, Worſhippers of-him to do'ſo, with, Zearr 
of me, to build-up your Heavenly Strufture, for 7 am: meck, 
_ and lowly. St. Math. 11.29, So that we need'not Fear the 
falling down of what we build- thereon. On it 'we may 
erect a Fabrick, which will out-top that of 'the' Bubyloni- 
«15 (without being confounded in. our building) ever what 

' will reach to the- higheſt Heavens. A ſtructure, or buil- 
ding "that. will out-Fame the Pyramids in Egypt, and 
prove more laſting, than' the-moſt durable braſs. For. 
.by humulity, we ſball. not-anly-be had in Remembrance, 
. and became renowned amongft: men on Earth; but far be- 
yond .it, . even with God, who. will exalt "lowly, ' and 
-debaſed, Souls: to an everlaſting enjoyment -of himſelf; 
Thefe pour. in Spirit , 'being thoſe, to whom only is pro- 
mis'd, * what;moſt certainly-ſhall pan nod 
of; 


*$:.24t1b-5-3 to them 3, what they;ſhall inoſt -aſſuredly be poſſe 


vs&. The Kingdom: of. Heaven, and of Glory. Therefore (O 
Bleſſed humulity ! .'Ebo? thy Foundation is laid'in the dee- 
peft, and darkeſt ſhades within us, which ne Eye, bat 
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an All-ſceing one can ſee and diſcern : Yet theſe ſhall break 
forth into bright glimpſes of heavenlyLight,diſplays ofGlo-- 
ry : Tho* thy lowlineſs ſuites and correſponds to that of the 
Origin of our Bodies, the Earth, which renders us mean 
to our ſelves ; but baſe and vile to the Proud and haugh- 
ty : Yet its the only Favourite of Heaven, and in greateſt 
repute with the moſt High. Tho? Poverty of Spirit 
may lay us open as deſpicable, and- ridiculous to and a- 
monegſt the ſons and daughters of men, yet it will repre- 
ſent us equally valuable, and honorable to and amongſt 
the beſt of the Sons of God, (in an ever bleſſed Eterni- 
ty) when we appear arrayed with it: O! who then would 
not affect thy Garb, thy Mode, and Dreſs ! who would 
not impatiently long to wear it! Tho? thy Garment be 
not of the Silk-worms ſpinning , (ſuch as. the Great, and 
Rich do wear, as common badges of their pride, and of 
their plenty) but ſuch as is eſteemed courſe, becauſe but 
Home-ſpun within our ſelves; yet it beſt ſuits the 
meaneſt of our Births, as earthly ; the borrowed Effica- 
cy of the Holy Spirit.in our Regeneracy ; and our Glo- 
rious Reception, intoan ever-bleſted Immortality. Thy De- 
baſements here,being the only Advances to the moſt glorious 
exaltations hereafter. From which, theſe Apoſtate Spirits, 
who were High and Mighty in their own Conceits, Proud 
and Lofty in their own Imaginations, were caſt down into 
Hell, where they are reſery*d under chains of Darkneſs 
unto Judgment. From being ſeiz?d with the Terrors and. 


. Horrors of the one, and from being Caſt and: Con- 


dend in the other, God, in and through his Infinite 


mercy, grant us Grace to walk lowly, and: humbly with 


our God. To the Glory of the ever Bleſſed (Trinity in 
Unity) Three Perſons, but one God both now , and for- 
ever , world without end, Ames, * 


FINIS. 


